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Turn with ne please in your Bibles to the Book of
Romans. W are working through the Book of Romans and we
have covered Chapters 1-7, and we cone today to Romans 8.
"1l be reading and focusing upon vv. 1-4.

Romans 8:1-4

V. 1, Therefore, there is now no condemation for those who
are in Christ Jesus,

V. 2, because through Christ Jesus the |aw of the Spirit of
life set ne free fromthe Iaw of sin and death

V. 3, For what the |aw was powerless to do in that it was
weakened by the sinful nature, God did by sending his own
Son in the |ikeness of sinful man to be a sin offering. And
so he condemed sin in sinful man

V. 4, in order that the righteous requirenents of the | aw
m ght be fully nmet in us, who do not |ive according to the
sinful nature but according to the Spirit."

Let's pray.

The first truth fromthese four verses that | want you
to notice is that Paul assures us that sonething has
changed, sonething has been lifted fromthe head of the
believer. W are told this in v. 1.

"There is now no condemation for those who are in
Christ Jesus.™

You'll renmenber that | have told you from our previous
studies in Romans that the word, "condemmation"” in its nost
basi ¢ form neans "declaration of guilt."” Based upon all

that Paul has told us in the previous 7 chapters about what
God has done for believing sinners, for sinners who place
faith in Christ, Paul says, "Therefore, there is now no
condemmation (no declaration of guilt) for those who are in
Christ Jesus."

Well why is this truth inportant? It is inportant
because it is under the sentence of condemation that every
person is born into this world. John 3:18 says this:
"\Whoever believes in himis not condemmed, but whoever does
not believe stands condemed al ready because he has not
believed in the nane of God's one and only Son." Well when
did this condemmation happen? 1t happened as we | earned
back in Romans 5 when Adam the first human sinned, his sin
brought God's condemmation upon all of his physical progeny.

Look back at Romans 5:16 and 18.
V. 16, "Again, the gift of God is not |ike the result of
tghe one man's sin: The judgnent foll owed one sin and



brought condemation...” Well, who did it bring
condemation to? Look at v. 18, "Consequently, just as the
result of one trespass was condemation for all nmen ..."

That is when it cane and that is howit cane. It is a
sent ence pronounced by God upon you and it is an awf ul
sentence. It is a declaration of guilt for sin.

But, and listen to nme closely here, when God uses the
word, "condemmation” or "condemmed" in the Scriptures, it
not only neans "declaration of guilt for sin", but when God
uses it, it also carries the nuance of the sentence or the

puni shment that is due the person because of his guilt. It
means, "declaration of guilt and the certain execution of
the sentence in hell.” In other words, CGod says you are

guilty and there is no appeal fromyou to nme, you wll
perish in hell because of your sins.

Now we see the word used in this way in John 3 again.

John 3:16-17, "For God so loved the world that he gave
his one and only Son, that whoever believes in himshall not
peri sh but have eternal life."

V. 17, "For God did not send H's Son into the world to
condermm the world, but to save the world through him"

Now, what Paul is telling us then in Romans 8:1 is
this, "Therefore, there is now no declaration of guilty and
no sentence of hell for those who are in Christ Jesus.” In
this one verse, Paul is saying that God has taken away our
sins and the sentence to hell that was due us because of our
sins.

Now there are three other things that I want you to
notice about this blessing, this change that has cone to
believing sinners, this present reality.

(1.) And I want you to notice also WHEN this gift
exists. Notice that Paul tells us that we possess this
bl essing, this treasure, this gift NOW Paul says, "There
is NOW (presently, now, right now, you don't have to wait
until the future to get it or to knowif you have it) no
condemmation for those who are in Christ Jesus.” It is
bl essed present reality. | don't have to wait to get this
gift in the future; as a believer | possess it now.

(2.) | also want you to notice that it is a wonderful
eternal blessing that Christians presently possess, but al so
permanent|ly possess. Paul is going to tell us that at the
end of Romans 8. Look at vv. 31-39.

(3.) And | want you to notice WHO possesses this gift.
Look at Romans 8:1 again, "Therefore, there is now no
condemmation for those who are in Christ Jesus."” This
present and pernmanent bl essing of sin and the subsequent
sentence of hell has been lifted fromthose who are in
Christ Jesus. It is not for everyone. Paul limts it only
to those who are in Christ Jesus. How do you get "in Christ
Jesus?" Only through yielding your present and future life
in faith to Hmas your Savior and Lord. God sent a
Redeener into the world and named Hi m Jesus the Christ.



(4.) Paul also tells us HOWall this could be or VWHY
it is possible. Look at Romans 8:2, "Therefore, there is
now no condemation for those who are in Christ Jesus,

V. 2, because through Christ Jesus the |aw of the Spirit of
life set ne free fromthe aw of sin and death

Renmenber in v. 1, Paul has just told us that there is
now no condemnation upon us. Now he is telling us HOWVall

this can be so. It is because "through Christ Jesus the | aw
of the Spirit of life set nme free fromthe |law of sin and
death."” Renenber what the |aw of sin and death is? It is

described for us in Romans 5:12-7:25. Look at 7:23-25. The
| aw of sin and death includes two things:

1.) Al nen are declared guilty of sin and sentenced
to die for Adamis sin and their own sins (Rom 3:23, 5:18).

2.) Al nmen are in bondage to sin and are internally
power| ess to break away fromthis slavery to sin and to live
righteously (in a way that pleases God). Sins reigns in the
life of all believers.

But Paul assures us in Romans 8:2, that this is all
done now. "because through Christ Jesus the | aw of the
Spirit of life set ne free fromthe |aw of sin and death."

Now in vv. 3-4, Paul is going to elaborate upon this
truth.

V. 3, "For what the |aw was powerless to do in that it
was weakened by the sinful nature, God did by sending his
own Son in the |likeness of sinful man to be a sin offering.
And so he condemmed sin in sinful man

V. 4, in order that the righteous requirenents of the
law m ght be fully nmet in us, who do not live according to
the sinful nature but according to the Spirit."

NOTES:

Wiest: "The Christian's position in Christ has |iberated him
fromthe conpelling power of the evil nature an nmade hima
partaker of the divine nature, a new inner condition which
produces in every saint a life which has for its notive,
obedi ence to H s commandnents."”

"The control of the Holy Spirit is in the formof the energy
gi ven the believer both to desire and to do God's wll."
Wiest

V. 2 is Romans 6 in a nutshell.
"The Spirit which brings the believer the life which is in

Christ Jesus, brings with it also the divine law for the
believer's life." Wiest



"That the aimof God in giving the | aw m ght be acconplished
in us, in our sanctification, which is the ultimte end of
our redenption (Col. 1:22; Eph. 2:10). The passive is used,
to show that the work is not ours, but that of God by His
grace." Wiest

Wiy is it inmportant to know that you are not condemmed
before God? You will never grow in grace and in your |ove
and service to God until you have settled this issue.
Il'lustrate this truth through a parent's acceptance.

Notice how all three nenbers of the Trinity play a part in
man's redenption. Al three nenbers of the Trinity are
mentioned in vv. 1-4.

The noun "condemmation” (v. 1) has its counterpart in the
verb "condemed" (v. 3).

Paul has already told us about the enslaving power of sin
and the freedomfromit acconplished by Christ (6:18, 22).
Jesus anticipated this truth in John 8: 34-36.

The | aw of God makes demands and it condemms when those
demands are not net, but it cannot enpower. This inability
of the Iaw of God required personal action on the part of
God. And this is what God did. He sent his Son.

The Son was sent in the "likeness of sinful man" (flesh).
Qbserve with what care Paul describes the sinless person of
Jesus in his incarnate state. Paul does not say, "in sinful

fl esh” lest one think that Jesus hinmself sinned. Nor does
Paul say "in the likeness of flesh” which would indicate
that he wasn't really human, but only appeared to be human.

So we read in these verses about Christ's person and about
his work. As to his work, he was sent to be a sin offering.
That was the chief purpose of his comng to the earth

Justification always | eads to sanctification.

The word "condemm” is used in the New Testanent in the sense
of consigning to destruction as well as of pronouncing the
sentence of guilt (I Cor. 11:32; Il Pet. 2:6). This is to
say that condemmation is viewed as not only the sentence,

but al so putting the sentence into execution.
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Romans 8:1-4

V. 1, "Therefore, there is now no condemation for those who
are in Christ Jesus,

V. 2, because through Christ Jesus the |law of the Spirit of
life set ne free fromthe | aw of sin and death.

V. 3, For what the | aw was powerless to do in that it was
weakened by the sinful nature, God did by sending his own
Son in the likeness of sinful man to be a sin offering. And
so he condemmed sin in sinful man,

V. 4, in order that the righteous requirenents of the | aw

m ght be fully nmet in us, who do not live according to the
sinful nature but according to the Spirit."

A VERY | MPORTANT TRUTH THAT GOD WANTS US TO KNOW
Sonet hi ng has changed, sonething has been lifted fromthe
head of the believer. "There is now no condemati on for

t hose who are in Christ Jesus."

Under the sentence of condemation every person is born into
the world. John 3:18 "Woever believes in himis not
condemmed, but whoever does not believe stands condemed

al ready because he has not believed in the nane of God's one
and only Son."

Romans 5:16, 18.



V. 16, "Again, the gift of God is not like the result of
tghe one man's sin: The judgnent foll owed one sin and

br ought condemmation..."

V. 18, "Consequently, just as the result of one trespass was
condemmation for all nmen ..."

The word, "condemnation" when used by God often
i ncludes not only the "declaration of guilt" but also "the
certain execution of the sentence in hell."

John 3:16-17, "For God so |oved the world that he gave
his one and only Son, that whoever believes in himshall not
perish but have eternal life."

V. 17, "For God did not send H's Son into the world to
condemm the world, but to save the world through him™

Four additional truths that Paul inforns us about this
lifting of the declaration and sentence of condemnati on.

(1.) Paul tells us WHEN this gift exists. "There is
NOW no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus."

(2.) Paul tells us that this wonderful blessing that
Christians presently possess, they al so PERVANENTLY possess.
Paul is going to tell us that at the end of Romans 8: vv.
31- 39.

(3.) Paul wants us to know WHO possesses this gift.
"Therefore, there is now no condemati on for those who are
in Christ Jesus."

(4.) Paul tells us HOWall this could be or VHY it is
possi ble. Romans 8:2, "Therefore, there is now no
condemation for those who are in Christ Jesus,

V. 2, because through Christ Jesus the |aw of the Spirit of
life set me free fromthe |aw of sin and death

7. 23-25:

v. 23, "...but |I see another law at work in the nenbers of
my body, wagi ng war against the law of my m nd and maki ng ne
a prisoner of the law of sin at work in ny nenbers

v. 24, What a wetched man I aml  Who will rescue ne from
this body of death?

v. 25, Thanks be to God-through Jesus Christ our Lord! So
then, I nyself in ny mnd ama slave to God's law, but in
the sinful nature a slave to the law of sin."

The "l aw of sin and death" includes two things:
1.) Al nmen are declared guilty of sin and sentenced
to die for Adamis sin and their own sins (Rom 3:23, 5:18).
2.) Al men are in bondage to sin and are internally
powerl ess to break away fromthis slavery to sin and to live



righteously (in a way that pleases God). Sins reigns in the
life of all believers.

Romans 8: 2, "because through Christ Jesus the |law of the
Spirit of life set ne free fromthe law of sin and death."”

In vv. 3-4, Paul el aborates upon what God did for sinners

t hrough Jesus.

V. 3, "For what the |law was powerless to do in that it was
weakened by the sinful nature, God did by sending his own
Son in the likeness of sinful man to be a sin offering. And
so he condemmed sin in sinful man,

V. 4, in order that the righteous requirenents of the | aw

m ght be fully nmet in us, who do not live according to the
sinful nature but according to the Spirit."



