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The Inductive Method

Observation

What does the text say?

Overview
Establish Context by determining Historical Background

Where does it fit in the Bible timeline?

Ask: Who, What, When, Where, Why, and How?

Make simple lists of people, places, and events mentioned in the text

Make simple lists of key words that are used throughout large portions of the entire book

Determine Book and Chapter Themes

Mark questions to return to later for future study

↓ ↓ ↓ ↓ ↓ ↓ ↓ ↓ ↓

Chapter Studies
Ask: Who, What, When, Where, Why and How?

Make more thorough lists of people, places and events
Make more thorough lists of Key Words in chapter or section
Ignore chapter divisions when the theme is carried forward

Mark Contrasts, Comparisons, Expressions of Time, Terms of Conclusion
Beginning of Interpretation: Tie this all together by examining text verse by verse

Outline or complete Structural Analysis to break down difficult text
Examine meanings of Key Words as you study verse by verse

Meditate on text to determine paragraph themes
↓ ↓ ↓ ↓ ↓ ↓ ↓ ↓ ↓

Interpretation

What does the text mean in correct context?
What principles do I see that tie to other sections of scripture?

Complete Cross References of those passages of scripture
Complete examination of Key Words: meaning, tense, voice

Notice and examine meaning of verbs & descriptive adjectives
Note commands and warnings

Consult commentaries after completing your own study
↓ ↓ ↓ ↓ ↓ ↓ ↓ ↓ ↓

Application

Based on correct interpretation of the text:
What must I do?

How can I apply this truth to my life?
How does this affect me?

How does this better knowledge of God change me?
Meditate on scripture and Memorize important, applicable passages of scripture
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How to Do an Overview: General Information 
 

Observation is the Key:  What do I see? 

  
   

What does the text say? 
   

  

  
       

  

  
   

Overview 
   

  

  
   

Establish Context by determining 
Historical Background 

   
  

  
   

Where does it fit in the Bible timeline? 
   

  

  
   

Ask: Who, What, When, Where, 
Why, and How? 

   
  

 

Pray before beginning each day and ask for the guidance and help of the Holy Spirit to see clearly 

what God’s holy words of Scripture actually say.  Pray for better observation skills:   

“Open my eyes, that I may see wonderful things in your law,” Psalm 119: 18 (NIV). 

 

WHAT WE’LL DO OVER THE NEXT TWO to THREE WEEKS: 

Overview and Observation about Timothy: 

The first week, (1) we will review Timothy’s life and character and the history of his ministry 

with Paul (starting approximately 50 A.D.), and (2) we will investigate the founding and background 

of the church in Ephesus—Timothy’s location. Timothy was given the task of sorting out the 

difficulties and instructing the church in Ephesus.  This personal letter from Paul was written to 

Timothy in approximately 64 A.D.  

The second week, (3) we will read through I Timothy several times in order to familiarize 

ourselves with its content, organizing what we see there and noting key themes and persons 

mentioned.  (4) We’ll discover what Timothy’s task was in Ephesus and trace Paul’s instructions for 

how members of God’s church should conduct their lives and how Timothy should fulfill his mission.   

What is the foundation of an Overview? 

“The more time you spend in observation, the less time you will need to spend in 

interpretation, and the more accurate will be your results.  The less time you spend in observation, 

the more time you will need to spend in interpretation, and the less accurate will be your results.”1 

Therefore, dig deep and spread this study material over three weeks’ time, if you desire. 

The Text:  I Timothy 

A working copy for marking is provided at the end of this handout (pg. 40-62).  Two study choices: 

1. You may remove the working copy from this material to use for the rest of the study of the 

entire book, giving you one mark-able text for the entire study. 

2. OR, you may use the provided material, which will be passed out each week as we begin to 

study section by section. It will contain the text and a copy of the entire letter (single-spaced).  

                                                           
1
 Howard G. & William D. Hendricks, Living by the Book, (Chicago:  Moody Publishers, 2007), 43. 
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Thorough Observation is the key to establishing context. 
 

The Plan this week:  INVESTIGATING and REVIEWING THE BACKGROUND 

 

Historical/Biblical Setting:  Where does this fit in the biblical timeline? 

“The traditional position has been that Paul was released from his first Roman imprisonment 

(the one mentioned at the close of Acts; see Acts 28:16, 30-31), did further mission work, and 

was then imprisoned a second time, leading to his execution. This reconstruction is supported 

by statements in 1 Clement 5.7 (written A.D. 95, perhaps the earliest known orthodox Christian 

writing after the NT)2 and Eusebius, Ecclesiastical History 2.22.2-8.3  First Timothy then would fit 

well during Paul’s work between the two imprisonments. If Paul’s arrival in Rome, as narrated 

in Acts, is dated about A.D. 59-61, then, allowing for a couple of years for the imprisonment, he 

would have been released about 62.  If he was executed under Nero (d. A.D. 68), 1 Timothy 

would have been written somewhere in the mid-60s.”4  
 

TIMOTHY:  Because Timothy was given a particularly difficult task, we’ll review what we 

learned about him and his qualifications as we studied Philippians in the fall. 

EPHESUS:  Because Timothy was dealing with problems in one particular church, the church in 

Ephesus, we’ll review what we already know about this church. 
 

To do this, we’ll examine geographical & cultural background information:  We’ll review 

Timothy’s ministry with Paul, examining a timeline that details Timothy’s movement as a part of 

Paul’s ministry team.  We’ll review what we know about the founding and the early years of the 

church in Ephesus.  Jot down your observations as we move through this week of study.   
 

Good bible study sources to use (hard copies are all available in the church library):  

 The International Standard Bible Encyclopedia (ISBE), Eerdmans.  Also available online at:  

http://www.bible-history.com/isbe/.  

 The New Unger’s Bible Dictionary, Moody Press. 

 How to Read the Bible for All It’s Worth, by Fee & Stuart, Zondervan.   

 Additional biblical research is also available online at:  www.bible-history.com/.   

 Online bible study sites:  www.mystudybible.com, biblos.com, biblestudytools.com/csb/, 
esvstudybible.com, biblegateway.com, blueletterbible.com, and crosswalk.com. 

 Commentaries:  The NIV Application Commentary: I & 2 Timothy, Titus, by Walter L. 
Liefeld, Zondervan, The MacArthur New Testament Commentary: I Timothy, by John 
MacArthur, Moody Press, The Expositor’s Bible Commentary, Abridged Edition, Barker & 
Kohlenberger III, Zondervan.  

                                                           
2
 1 Clement 5.7 speaks of Paul preaching in “the limits of the west,” which probably indicates his fulfilling his desire 

to preach in Spain (see Romans 15:24). 
3
 The church historian Eusebius wrote in A.D. 325 

4
 ESV Study Bible, Crossway Bibles, Wheaton, Illinois, 2008, p. 2145, 2321. 
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Overview of I Timothy:  Facts about Timothy’s life 

We will examine some passages to help us address these questions: 

What was so impressive about Timothy?  While Timothy was most probably still a teenager, 

Paul took him on a mission trip.  Timothy worked with Paul for the next approximately eighteen 

years.  Until Paul’s death, Timothy was one of his most trusted disciples, fellow workers, 

emissaries, and co-authors.  In Philippians 2:20, Paul said he had no one else like Timothy.  

What role did Timothy play in Paul’s ministry?  What can we learn about Timothy’s life that 

encourages and prompts us to selflessly serve the Lord with all our hearts, just as he did? 

After studying all four gospels, our chronological study through the New Testament has 

covered: 

 Acts 1:1-11:18, approx. A.D. 29-41/44 

 James 

 Acts 11:19-14:28 

 Galatians 

 Acts 15:1-18:17, approximately 50 A.D.                                 Here we met Timothy 

 1 Thessalonians 

 2 Thessalonians 

 Acts 18:18-19:41, A.D. 54-57                               Here the Ephesian church was founded 

 1 Corinthians 

 Acts 20:1-6 

 2 Corinthians 

 Romans                              Here Timothy served as Paul’s emissary and co-author 

 Acts 21:1-28:31 

 Ephesians 

 Philemon 

 Colossians 

 Philippians   

 1 Timothy, approx. 64 A.D.                                Here Paul wrote to Timothy in Ephesus 

  

Follow the instructions on the following pages in order to complete this 

investigation. Before turning to the contents of the letter, we will first review 

Timothy’s ministry with Paul.  Some of this will be a brief recap of the Philippians 

overview.  Timothy labored with the Macedonians, including the Philippians, before 

being sent to Ephesus, where he was upon receipt of this personal letter.   
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DAY ONE:  What do you see (observation)? 

FIRST, read 1 Timothy through once—read it in sitting, like you would read a letter.  In the fall, 

we investigated the beginning of Timothy’s ministry with Paul, approximately twelve years 

before 1 Timothy was written.  Review your Philippians overview. Why was Timothy ideally 

suited to minister in Greece, Macedonia, and Ephesus?  Consider the following information, 

and look up each of the given references to refresh your memory. 
 

Timothy: Strong’s #5095. Τιμόθεος Timótheos; Timotheus or Timothy, meaning honoring God; an 

evangelist and pupil of St. Paul. He was a Lycaonian, a native of either Derbe or Lystra. His father was a 

Greek Gentile. His mother Eunice was a Jewess of distinguished piety as was also his grandmother Lois 

(2 Tim. 1:5), and by them he was educated early in the Holy Scriptures of the Old Testament (2 Tim. 

3:15). Paul found him in one of the cities named above, and, being informed of his good standing among 

the Christians there, selected him as an assistant in his labors. To avoid the complicity of the Jews, he had 

Timothy undergo the rite of circumcision (Acts 16:1–3). He afterward became the companion of Paul, 

and it is evident from Paul‘s epistles that he held him in high esteem. Timothy was left in charge of the 

church at Ephesus, and that probably when he was quite young, about thirty–five years old (1 Tim. 4:12). 

Paul wrote two epistles to Timothy, which, along with the one to Titus, are commonly known as the 

Pastoral Epistles because they predominantly contain directions regarding church work. The first is 

supposed to have been written about A.D. 64 and contains special instructions concerning the 

qualifications and duties of different church officers and other persons, and the most affectionate and 

poignant exhortations to faithfulness. The second epistle was written a year or two later when Paul was in 

constant expectation of martyrdom (2 Tim. 4:6–8) and contains the fatherly counsel of Paul to his son in 

the Lord. It consists of a variety of injunctions to, and duties of, Christians under trials and temptations 

and concludes with expressions of a full and triumphant faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and in all the 

glorious promises made to His true followers. 

Timothy was chosen by Paul to be his companion in his journeys and labors in preaching the gospel 

(Acts 16:1, 3). He appears to have been with Paul at Rome [at the end of Paul‘s life] (Heb. 13:23), but his 

later history is unknown. See Acts 16:1; 17:14, 15; 18:5; 19:22; 20:4; 1 Cor. 16:10; 2 Cor. 1:19; Phil. 

1:1; 2:19; 1 Thess. 1:1; 3:6; 2 Thess. 1:1; 1 Tim. 6:20; 2 Tim. 1:2. In Rom. 16:21 Paul calls him his 

fellow worker; in 2 Cor. 1:1; Col. 1:1; 1 Thess. 3:2; Phile. 1:1; Heb. 13:23 he is called the brother; in 

1 Cor. 4:17; 1 Tim. 1:18; 2 Tim. 1:2 he is called my child.
5
 

 

Review what Paul said about Timothy in Phil. 2:19-24. Paul held Timothy up as a model of a 

life lived in a manner worthy of the gospel, Phil. 1:27, as detailed in Phil. 2:1-5 and exemplified 

by Christ’s own selflessness, Phil. 2:6-11. As discovered from your investigation of his life, 

record how Timothy modeled a life worthy of the gospel.  How does his life challenge you? 

 

   

 

 

                                                           
5 Zodhiates, Spiros: The Complete Word Study Dictionary: New Testament. electronic ed. Chattanooga, TN: AMG Publishers, 2000, SG5095 
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DAY TWO:  What do you see (observation)? 

Look at the maps (pg.7-8), consult your Bible, and with a pencil trace Timothy’s travels using 

the timeline (pg.9-11).  Details about Timothy are inserted into the timeline.  Consider the type 

of life this young man lived for Christ’s sake. 

Map of the geographic area of the New Testament 

 

Map of New Testament Asia 
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Map of Paul’s Third Missionary Journey, 54-57 A.D. 

http://www.bible-history.com/maps/maps/map_pauls_third_missionary_journey.html  

 



9 

New Testament Timeline from ESV Study Bible, 2008, Crossway Bibles, Wheaton, IL. 

5 B.C.* Jesus is born in Bethlehem. 

4 B.C. Jesus' family flees to Egypt to escape from Herod's plan to kill Jesus (Matt. 2:13–18); Herod 
dies; Judas (of Sepphoris) and others rebel, requiring the Syrian Governor Varus to intervene 
throughout Palestine; Sepphoris, a city four miles from Nazareth, is destroyed by Roman 
soldiers; Judea, Samaria, and Idumea are given to Herod's son, Archelaus; Galilee and Perea 
are given to his son Antipas; Jesus' family, after returning from Egypt, resides in Nazareth 
(Matt. 2:19–23), a small village in southern Galilee. 

A.D. 6 Archelaus is exiled for incompetence; Judea becomes a Roman province; Judas the Galilean (of 
Gamla) leads a revolt against the tax census; the governor of Syria, Quirinius (A.D. 6–7), 
appoints Annas high priest (6–15). 

8* Jesus (age 12) interacts with the teachers in the temple (Luke 2:41–50). 

8*–
28/30 

Jesus works as a carpenter in Nazareth (Matt. 13:55; Mark 6:3) and probably in neighboring 
villages and Sepphoris, which was being rebuilt. 

28–29* John the Baptist begins his ministry around the Jordan River (John 1:19). 

28–30* Jesus begins his ministry in Judea, but soon focuses his efforts in Galilee. In Jerusalem, 
Pharisees (like Gamaliel) train disciples (like Paul) in their tradition. They send a delegation to 
Galilee, but the delegation rejects Jesus' teaching. In Alexandria, Philo (20 B.C.–A.D. 50) 
attempts to unify Greek philosophy with Hebrew Scripture. 

33 (or 
30) 

Jesus returns to Judea, is crucified, and resurrected. James the brother of Jesus becomes a 
believer after witnessing the resurrected Jesus (1 Cor. 15:7; Acts 12:17). Jesus ascends to the 
Father's right hand (Acts 1). Jesus' first followers receive the Holy Spirit at Pentecost and begin 
to proclaim the gospel (Acts 2). 

33/34* Paul witnesses the resurrected Lord on the way to Damascus and is commissioned as an 
apostle to the nations (Acts 9; Gal. 1:15–16). 

34–37 Paul ministers in Damascus and Arabia (Acts 9:19–22; 26:20; Gal. 1:16–18). 

36 Pilate loses his position for incompetence. 

36/37* Paul meets with Peter in Jerusalem (Acts 9:26–30; Gal. 1:18). 

37–45 Paul ministers in Syria, Tarsus, and Cilicia (Acts 9:30; Gal. 1:21). 

38* Peter witnesses to Cornelius (Acts 10). 

39 Antipas is exiled. 

40–45* James writes his letter to believers outside Palestine (cf. James 1:1). 

41–44 Agrippa, Herod the Great's grandson, rules Palestine; he kills James the brother of John (Acts 
12:2) and imprisons Peter (Acts 12:3). 

42–44 Paul receives his “thorn in the flesh” (2 Cor. 12:7). 

44 Peter leaves Jerusalem; Agrippa is killed by an “angel of the Lord” (Acts 12:23). 

44–46 Theudas persuades many Jews to sell their possessions and follow him into the wilderness 
where he claimed he would miraculously divide the Jordan River; Roman procurator Fadus 
dispatches his cavalry and beheads the would-be messiah. 

44–47* Paul's Second Visit to Jerusalem; time of famine (Acts 11:27–30; Gal. 2:1–10). 

46–47 Paul's First Missionary Journey (with Barnabas) from Antioch to Cyprus, Antioch in Pisidia, 
Iconium, and Lystra (Acts 13:4–14:26).  
 

46–48 Roman procurator Tiberius Alexander crucifies two sons (Jacob and Simon) of Judas the 
Galilean. 

48* Paul writes Galatians, perhaps from Antioch (cf. Acts 14:26–28). 

46-47, Timothy’s 
mother Eunice and 
grandmother Lois 
probably became 
believers during this 
visit. Review what 
happened. Timothy was 
probably a young teen 
when he witnessed this. 
Keep this in mind as you 
consider the lifestyle 
Timothy chose in 
accompanying Paul. 

http://www.esvstudybible.org/sb/objects/chart-nt-timeline.html#chart-nt-timeline-star-1
http://www.esvstudybible.org/search?q=Matt+2%3A13-18
http://www.esvstudybible.org/search?q=Matt+2%3A19-23
http://www.esvstudybible.org/sb/objects/chart-nt-timeline.html#chart-nt-timeline-star-1
http://www.esvstudybible.org/search?q=Luke+2%3A41-50
http://www.esvstudybible.org/sb/objects/chart-nt-timeline.html#chart-nt-timeline-star-1
http://www.esvstudybible.org/search?q=Matt+13%3A55
http://www.esvstudybible.org/search?q=Mark+6%3A3
http://www.esvstudybible.org/sb/objects/chart-nt-timeline.html#chart-nt-timeline-star-1
http://www.esvstudybible.org/search?q=John+1%3A19
http://www.esvstudybible.org/sb/objects/chart-nt-timeline.html#chart-nt-timeline-star-1
http://www.esvstudybible.org/search?q=1+Cor+15%3A7
http://www.esvstudybible.org/search?q=Acts+12%3A17
http://www.esvstudybible.org/search?q=Acts+1%3A1-26
http://www.esvstudybible.org/search?q=Acts+2%3A1-47
http://www.esvstudybible.org/sb/objects/chart-nt-timeline.html#chart-nt-timeline-star-1
http://www.esvstudybible.org/search?q=Acts+9%3A1-43
http://www.esvstudybible.org/search?q=Gal+1%3A15-16
http://www.esvstudybible.org/search?q=Acts+9%3A19-22%2C26%3A20
http://www.esvstudybible.org/search?q=Gal+1%3A16-18
http://www.esvstudybible.org/sb/objects/chart-nt-timeline.html#chart-nt-timeline-star-1
http://www.esvstudybible.org/search?q=Acts+9%3A26-30
http://www.esvstudybible.org/search?q=Gal+1%3A18
http://www.esvstudybible.org/search?q=Acts+9%3A30
http://www.esvstudybible.org/search?q=Gal+1%3A21
http://www.esvstudybible.org/sb/objects/chart-nt-timeline.html#chart-nt-timeline-star-1
http://www.esvstudybible.org/search?q=Acts+10%3A1-48
http://www.esvstudybible.org/sb/objects/chart-nt-timeline.html#chart-nt-timeline-star-1
http://www.esvstudybible.org/search?q=James+1%3A1
http://www.esvstudybible.org/search?q=Acts+12%3A2
http://www.esvstudybible.org/search?q=Acts+12%3A2
http://www.esvstudybible.org/search?q=Acts+12%3A3
http://www.esvstudybible.org/search?q=2+Cor+12%3A7
http://www.esvstudybible.org/search?q=Acts+12%3A23
http://www.esvstudybible.org/sb/objects/chart-nt-timeline.html#chart-nt-timeline-star-1
http://www.esvstudybible.org/search?q=Acts+11%3A27-30
http://www.esvstudybible.org/search?q=Gal+2%3A1-10
http://www.esvstudybible.org/search?q=Acts+13%3A4-14%3A26
http://www.esvstudybible.org/sb/objects/chart-nt-timeline.html#chart-nt-timeline-star-1
http://www.esvstudybible.org/search?q=Acts+14%3A26-28
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48–49* Paul and Peter return to Jerusalem for the Apostolic Council, which, with the assistance of 
James, frees Gentile believers from the requirement of circumcision in opposition to Pharisaic 
believers (Acts 15:1–29); Paul and Barnabas return to Antioch (Acts 15:30) but split over a 
dispute about John Mark (Acts 15:36-40). 

48/49–
51* 

Paul's Second Missionary Journey (with Silas) from Antioch to Syria, Cilicia, southern 
Galatia Macedonia, notably Philippi, Thessalonica, and Berea; and then on to Achaia, 
notably Athens and Corinth (Acts 15:36–18:22). 

49 Claudius expels Jews from Rome because of conflicts about Jesus (Acts 18:2); Paul 
befriends two refugees, Priscilla and Aquila, in Corinth (Acts 18:2–3).  

49–51* Paul writes 1–2 Thessalonians from Corinth (Acts 18:1, 11; also cf. Acts 18:5 with 1 
Thess. 1:8).  

51 Paul appears before Gallio, proconsul of Achaia (Acts 18:12–17). 

50–54* Peter comes to Rome. 

52–57* Paul's Third Missionary Journey from Antioch to Galatia, Phrygia, Ephesus, 
Macedonia, Greece (Acts 18:23–21:17).  

52–55 Paul ministers in Ephesus (Acts 19:1–20) 
 
 

53–55* Mark writes his Gospel, containing Peter's memories of Jesus; perhaps within a 
decade, Matthew publishes his Gospel, which relies on Mark and other sources. Paul 
writes 1 Corinthians from Ephesus (Acts 19:10).  

54 Claudius dies (edict exiling Jews repealed); Priscilla and Aquila return to Rome and 
host a church in their home (cf. Rom. 16:3–5). 

54–68 Nero reigns. 

55–56* Paul writes 2 Corinthians from Macedonia (Acts 20:1, 3; 2 Cor. 1:16; 2:13; 7:5; 8:1; 
9:2, 4; cf. 1 Cor. 16:5).  
 

57* Paul winters in Corinth and writes Romans (Acts 20:3; cf. Rom. 16:1–2; also cf. Rom. 
16:23 with 1 Cor. 1:14) ; travels to Jerusalem, visits with James the brother of Jesus 
(Acts 21:17–26), and is arrested (Acts 21:27–36; 22:22–29). 

57–59 Paul is imprisoned and transferred to Caesarea (Acts 23:23–24, 33–34). 

60 Paul begins voyage to Rome (Acts 27:1–2); he is shipwrecked for three months on 
the island of Malta (Acts 27:39–28:10). 
 
 
 
 
 

60–70* 
 

Letter to the Hebrews is written.  

62 James the brother of the Lord is executed by the Sadducean high priest Ananus. 

62–63* Peter writes his first letter (1 Peter) from Rome (1 Pet. 5:13). 

62* Paul arrives in Rome and remains under house arrest (Acts 28:16–31); he writes Ephesians 
(see verses for Colossians), Philippians (Phil. 1:7, 13, 17; 4:22), Colossians (Col. 4:3, 10, 18; cf. 
Acts 27:2 with Col. 4:10), Philemon (cf. Philem. 23 with Col. 1:7; Philem. 2 with Col. 4:17; 
Philem. 24 with Col. 4:10; also cf. Col. 4:9). Luke, Paul's physician and companion (cf. Col. 
4:14), writes Luke and Acts.  

48/49-51 , Timothy—
probably in his late teens 
to early twenties—joined 
Paul’s team. Acts 17:14, 
Paul left Timothy and 
Silas in Berea to rejoin 
him later. 
49, Silas & Timothy 
rejoined Paul, who was 
now in Corinth. 
49-51, Timothy co-
authored and carried the 
letters, strengthening the 
church, 1 Thess.3:1-10. 
52-57, It is uncertain 
whether Timothy 
traveled with Paul or 
stayed with Priscilla & 
Aquila in Ephesus, 
awaiting Paul’s return. 
52-55, Timothy went 
back and forth from 
Ephesus to Macedonia, 
Acts 19:22. Calculate his 
approximate age. 
53-55, Timothy was sent 
to help deal with the 
Corinthian problems, 1 
Cor. 4:14-17; 16:10-11. 
55-56, Timothy rejoined 
Paul and co-authored 2 
Corinthians (1:1, 19). 
57, Timothy greeted the 
Roman church (Rom. 
16:21), being acquainted 
with them, especially 
Priscilla and Aquila with 
whom he had co-labored 
in Corinth and Ephesus, 
Rom. 16:1. Acts 21:1–16, 
Timothy traveled with 
Paul, Acts 20:3b-6. 
60-70, Timothy was in 
Rome, probably with Paul 
during his second 
imprisonment and his 
martyrdom, 2 Tim. 4:9-
13, see next page. 
Timothy was imprisoned 
and released, Heb. 13:23. 
[Letter probably written 
after Paul’s death, late 
60s A.D.] 
62, Timothy co-authored 
Colossians, Philemon, and 
Philippians with Paul. 
After his hearing, Paul 
intended to send Timothy 
to Philippi,Phil.2:19,23,24 

 

 

 

http://www.esvstudybible.org/sb/objects/chart-nt-timeline.html#chart-nt-timeline-star-1
http://www.esvstudybible.org/search?q=Acts+15%3A1-29
http://www.esvstudybible.org/search?q=Acts+15%3A30
http://www.esvstudybible.org/search?q=Acts+15%3A36-40
http://www.esvstudybible.org/sb/objects/chart-nt-timeline.html#chart-nt-timeline-star-1
http://www.esvstudybible.org/search?q=Acts+15%3A36-18%3A22
http://www.esvstudybible.org/search?q=Acts+18%3A2
http://www.esvstudybible.org/search?q=Acts+18%3A2-3
http://www.esvstudybible.org/sb/objects/chart-nt-timeline.html#chart-nt-timeline-star-1
http://www.esvstudybible.org/search?q=Acts+18%3A1%2C11
http://www.esvstudybible.org/search?q=Acts+18%3A5
http://www.esvstudybible.org/search?q=1+Thess+1%3A8
http://www.esvstudybible.org/search?q=1+Thess+1%3A8
http://www.esvstudybible.org/search?q=Acts+18%3A12-17
http://www.esvstudybible.org/sb/objects/chart-nt-timeline.html#chart-nt-timeline-star-1
http://www.esvstudybible.org/sb/objects/chart-nt-timeline.html#chart-nt-timeline-star-1
http://www.esvstudybible.org/search?q=Acts+18%3A23-21%3A17
http://www.esvstudybible.org/search?q=Acts+19%3A1-20
http://www.esvstudybible.org/sb/objects/chart-nt-timeline.html#chart-nt-timeline-star-1
http://www.esvstudybible.org/search?q=Acts+19%3A10
http://www.esvstudybible.org/search?q=Rom+16%3A3-5
http://www.esvstudybible.org/sb/objects/chart-nt-timeline.html#chart-nt-timeline-star-1
http://www.esvstudybible.org/search?q=Acts+20%3A1%2C3
http://www.esvstudybible.org/search?q=2+Cor+1%3A16%2C2%3A13%2C7%3A5%2C8%3A1%2C9%3A2%2C4
http://www.esvstudybible.org/search?q=2+Cor+1%3A16%2C2%3A13%2C7%3A5%2C8%3A1%2C9%3A2%2C4
http://www.esvstudybible.org/search?q=1+Cor+16%3A5
http://www.esvstudybible.org/sb/objects/chart-nt-timeline.html#chart-nt-timeline-star-1
http://www.esvstudybible.org/search?q=Acts+20%3A3
http://www.esvstudybible.org/search?q=Rom+16%3A1-2
http://www.esvstudybible.org/search?q=Rom+16%3A23
http://www.esvstudybible.org/search?q=Rom+16%3A23
http://www.esvstudybible.org/search?q=1+Cor+1%3A14
http://www.esvstudybible.org/search?q=Acts+21%3A17-26
http://www.esvstudybible.org/search?q=Acts+21%3A27-36%2C22%3A22-29
http://www.esvstudybible.org/search?q=Acts+23%3A23-24%2C33-34
http://www.esvstudybible.org/search?q=Acts+27%3A1-2
http://www.esvstudybible.org/search?q=Acts+27%3A39-28%3A10
http://www.esvstudybible.org/sb/objects/chart-nt-timeline.html#chart-nt-timeline-star-1
http://www.esvstudybible.org/sb/objects/chart-nt-timeline.html#chart-nt-timeline-star-1
http://www.esvstudybible.org/search?q=1+Pet+5%3A13
http://www.esvstudybible.org/sb/objects/chart-nt-timeline.html#chart-nt-timeline-star-1
http://www.esvstudybible.org/search?q=Acts+28%3A16-31
http://www.esvstudybible.org/search?q=Phil+1%3A7%2C13%2C17%2C4%3A22
http://www.esvstudybible.org/search?q=Col+4%3A3%2C10%2C18
http://www.esvstudybible.org/search?q=Acts+27%3A2
http://www.esvstudybible.org/search?q=Col+4%3A10
http://www.esvstudybible.org/search?q=Philem+1%3A23
http://www.esvstudybible.org/search?q=Col+1%3A7
http://www.esvstudybible.org/search?q=Philem+1%3A2
http://www.esvstudybible.org/search?q=Col+4%3A17
http://www.esvstudybible.org/search?q=Philem+1%3A24
http://www.esvstudybible.org/search?q=Col+4%3A10
http://www.esvstudybible.org/search?q=Col+4%3A9
http://www.esvstudybible.org/search?q=Col+4%3A14
http://www.esvstudybible.org/search?q=Col+4%3A14
http://www.esvstudybible.org/search?q=Acts+21%3A1-16
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* denotes 

approximate date; 

/ signifies either/or 

 
62-64, Letter 
written to 
Timothy in 
Ephesus, where 
he ministered as 
Paul’s emissary, 
1 Tim. 1:3-5. 
Assess Timothy’s 
age; consider his 
travel schedule in 
light of what we 
learn about his 
health in 1 Tim. 
5:23. 
 
64-67, Paul asked 
Timothy to get 
Mark and join 
him while he 
awaited his 
execution, 2 Tim. 
4:9-13.  Hebrews 
13:23 seems to 
indicate that 
Timothy arrived, 
was imprisoned, 
and was later 
released. “The 
author (of 
Hebrews) and 
audience had a 
mutual friend in 
Timothy, and 
thus both were in 
contact with 
Pauline 
thought.”-ESV 
Study Bible Note. 
 

 

 

 

 

62–64 Paul is released, extends his mission (probably reaching Spain), writes 1 Timothy 
from Macedonia (cf. 1 Tim. 1:3) and Titus from Nicopolis (Titus 3:12); Paul is 
rearrested in Rome (2 Tim. 1:16–17). 

   63–64 Work on the temple complex is completed. 

64 (July 
19) 

Fire in Rome; Nero blames and kills many Christians. 

64–67* Peter writes his second letter (2 Peter). Jude writes his letter. Paul writes 2 Timothy 
(cf. 2 Tim. 4:6–8). Paul and Peter are martyred in Rome. 

66 First Jewish-Roman War begins with a riot between Greeks and Jews at Caesarea; 
Roman procurator Gesius Florus (A.D. 64–66) is murdered and a Roman garrison 
wiped out; Menahem, son or grandson of Judas the Galilean, murders the high priest 
Ananias and seizes control of the temple; Nero dispatches Vespasian with three 
legions. 

67* Romans destroy the Qumran community, who beforehand hid the so-called Dead 
Sea Scrolls in nearby caves; the church in Jerusalem flees to Pella (Matt. 24:15–16; 
Mark 13:14; Luke 21:20–22); John migrates to Ephesus with Mary, Jesus' mother. 

68 Nero commits suicide; year of the three emperors. 

69 Rebellion quelled in Galilee and Samaria; Vespasian summoned back to Rome to 
become emperor. 

70 (Aug. 
30) 

Titus, Vespasian's son, after a five-month siege of Jerusalem, destroys the temple 
after desecrating it; the temple's menorah, Torah, and veil are removed and later put 
on display in a victory parade in Rome; the influence of the Sadducees ends; the 
Pharisee Johanan ben Zakkai escapes and convinces the Romans to allow him and 
others to settle in Jamnia, where they found a school. 

73 (May 
2)* 

Before Roman general Silva breaches the fortress atop Masada following a two-year 
siege, 936 Jewish rebels commit suicide. 

75 Titus has an affair with the Jewish princess Berenice, sister of Agrippa II (Acts 25:13, 
23), whom he later abandons because of the scandal. 

77 Pliny the Elder writes Natural History. 

77–78 Josephus publishes Jewish War in Rome. 

79 Pompeii and Herculaneum are destroyed by eruption of Vesuvias; Pliny the Elder dies 
attempting to investigate. 

81 The Arch of Titus, celebrating his destruction of the temple, is erected in Rome. 

81–96 Domitian, Titus's brother, persecutes Christians among the Roman nobility, including 
his own relatives Clemens and Domitilla. 

85–95* John writes his letters (1–3 John), probably in Ephesus. 

89–95* John writes his Gospel, probably in Ephesus. 

93–94 Josephus publishes Jewish Antiquities in Rome. 

94 Domitian exiles philosophers from Rome. 

95* Amidst persecution, Clement, a leader in the Roman church, writes his Letter to the 
Corinthians (1 Clement) appealing for peace between the young men and elders. 

95–96* Exiled by Domitian to Patmos, John writes Revelation (Rev. 1:9). 

96–98 Nerva, the first of five “good” emperors, ends official persecution. 

http://www.esvstudybible.org/search?q=1+Tim+1%3A3
http://www.esvstudybible.org/search?q=Titus+3%3A12
http://www.esvstudybible.org/search?q=2+Tim+1%3A16-17
http://www.esvstudybible.org/sb/objects/chart-nt-timeline.html#chart-nt-timeline-star-1
http://www.esvstudybible.org/search?q=2+Tim+4%3A6-8
http://www.esvstudybible.org/sb/objects/chart-nt-timeline.html#chart-nt-timeline-star-1
http://www.esvstudybible.org/search?q=Matt+24%3A15-16
http://www.esvstudybible.org/search?q=Mark+13%3A14
http://www.esvstudybible.org/search?q=Luke+21%3A20-22
http://www.esvstudybible.org/sb/objects/chart-nt-timeline.html#chart-nt-timeline-star-1
http://www.esvstudybible.org/search?q=Acts+25%3A13%2C23
http://www.esvstudybible.org/search?q=Acts+25%3A13%2C23
http://www.esvstudybible.org/sb/objects/chart-nt-timeline.html#chart-nt-timeline-star-1
http://www.esvstudybible.org/sb/objects/chart-nt-timeline.html#chart-nt-timeline-star-1
http://www.esvstudybible.org/sb/objects/chart-nt-timeline.html#chart-nt-timeline-star-1
http://www.esvstudybible.org/sb/objects/chart-nt-timeline.html#chart-nt-timeline-star-1
http://www.esvstudybible.org/search?q=Rev+1%3A9
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DAY THREE:  What do you see (observation) regarding the church in Ephesus? 

Instructions:  Paul left Timothy in Ephesus to deal with false teachers in the church.  After 

leaving, Paul wrote him a letter about the situation (1 Timothy).  What is the background?  

Paul, Priscilla, Aquila, Timothy, and others founded the Ephesian church in approximately 54-57 

A.D. (Acts 19:22). The following passage is about the planting of the church in Ephesus, Acts 

18:18-20:1. Circle or underline anything that helps you understand the background of the 

situation in Ephesus.  Jot notes in the margin. 

 

Acts 18:18-20:1 (NET)6, circa 54-57 A.D. 

18:18 Paul, after staying
 
many more days in Corinth,

 
said farewell to the brothers and sailed 

away to Syria accompanied by Priscilla and Aquila. He
 
had his hair cut off

 
at Cenchrea

 
because 

he had made a vow.18:19 When they reached Ephesus,
 
Paul left Priscilla and Aquila behind 

there, but he himself went
 
into the synagogue

 
and addressed

 
the Jews. 18:20 When they asked 

him to stay longer, he would not consent,18:21 but said farewell to
 
them and added,―I will come 

back
 
to you again if God wills.‖ Then

 
he set sail from Ephesus,18:22 and when he arrived at 

Caesarea, he went up and greeted the church at Jerusalem
 
and then went down to Antioch. 18:23 

After he spent
 
some time there, Paul left and went through the region of Galatia

 
and Phrygia, 

strengthening all the disciples. 

18:24 Now a Jew named Apollos, a native of Alexandria, arrived in Ephesus.
 
He was an eloquent 

speaker,
 
well-versed in the scriptures. 18:25 He had been instructed in the way of the Lord, and 

with great enthusiasm he spoke and taught accurately the facts
 
about Jesus, although he knew 

only the baptism of John. 18:26 He began to speak out fearlessly
 
in the synagogue, but when 

Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they took him aside
 
 and explained the way of God to him more 

accurately. 18:27 When Apollos
 
wanted to cross over to Achaia,

 
the brothers encouraged

 
him and 

wrote to the disciples to welcome him. When he arrived, he
 
assisted greatly those who had 

believed by grace, 18:28 for he refuted the Jews vigorously in public debate, demonstrating from 

the scriptures that the Christ
 
was Jesus. 

19:1 While
 
Apollos was in Corinth, Paul went through the inland regions and came to Ephesus.

 

He
 
found some disciples there 19:2 and said to them, ―Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you 

believed?‖
 
They replied,

 
―No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.‖ 19:3 So Paul 

said, ―Into what then were you baptized?‖ ―Into John‘s baptism,‖ they replied. 19:4 Paul said, 

―John baptized with a baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was to 

come after him,
 
that is, in Jesus.‖ 19:5 When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of 

the Lord Jesus, 19:6 and when Paul placed his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came
 
upon them, 

and they began to speak
 
in tongues and to prophesy. 19:7 (Now there were about twelve men in 

all.) 

                                                           
6
 Scripture and/or notes quoted by permission. Quotations designated (NET) are from the NET Bible® copyright 

©1996-2006 by Biblical Studies Press, L.L.C. http://bible.org All rights reserved. 
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19:8 So Paul entered the synagogue
 
and spoke out fearlessly

 
for three months, addressing and 

convincing them about the kingdom of God. 19:9 But when
 
 some were stubborn and refused to 

believe, reviling the Way before the congregation, he left them and took the disciples with him,
 

addressing
 
them every day in the lecture hall of Tyrannus. 19:10 This went on for two years, so 

that all who lived in the province of Asia, both Jews and Greeks, heard the word of the Lord. 

19:11 God was performing extraordinary
 
miracles by Paul‘s hands, 19:12 so that when even 

handkerchiefs or aprons that had touched his body
 
were brought to the sick, their diseases left 

them and the evil spirits went out of them. 19:13 But some itinerant
 
Jewish exorcists tried to 

invoke the name of the Lord Jesus over those who were possessed by
 
evil spirits, saying, ―I 

sternly warn
 
you by Jesus whom Paul preaches.‖ 19:14 (Now seven sons of a man named Sceva, 

a Jewish high priest, were doing this.) 19:15 But the evil spirit replied to them, ―I know about 

Jesus and I am acquainted with Paul, but who are you?‖19:16 Then the man who was possessed 

by the evil spirit jumped on
 
them and beat them all into submission.

 
He prevailed against them so 

that they fled from that house naked and wounded. 19:17 This became known to all who lived in 

Ephesus,
 
both Jews and Greeks; fear came over them all, and the name of the Lord Jesus was 

praised. 19:18 Many of those who had believed came forward, confessing and making their 

deeds known. 19:19 Large numbers of those who had practiced magic collected their books
 
and 

burned them up in the presence of everyone. When the value of the books was added up, it was 

found to total fifty thousand silver coins.
 
19:20 In this way the word of the Lord

 
continued to 

grow in power and to prevail. 

19:21 Now after all these things had taken place,
 
Paul resolved

 
to go to Jerusalem, passing 

through Macedonia and Achaia.
 
He said, ―After I have been there, I must also see Rome.‖19:22 

So after sending two of his assistants,
 
Timothy and Erastus, to Macedonia,

 
he himself stayed on 

for a while in the province of Asia. 

19:23 At
 
that time a great disturbance

 
took place concerning the Way. 19:24 For a man named 

Demetrius, a silversmith who made silver shrines of Artemis, brought a great deal of business
 
to 

the craftsmen. 19:25 He gathered
 
these together, along with the workmen in similar trades, and 

said, ―Men, you know that our prosperity
 
comes from this business. 19:26 And you see and hear 

that this Paul has persuaded and turned away a large crowd,
 
 not only in Ephesus but in 

practically all of the province of Asia, by saying that gods made by hands are not gods at all. 

19:27 There is danger not only that this business of ours will come into disrepute,
 
but also that 

the temple of the great goddess Artemis
 
will be regarded as nothing, and she whom all the 

province of Asia and the world worship will suffer the loss of her greatness.‖ 

19:28 When
 
they heard this they became enraged and began to shout, ―Great is Artemis

 
of the 

Ephesians!‖ 19:29 The
 
city was filled with the uproar,

 
and the crowd

 
 rushed to the theater 

together, dragging with them Gaius and Aristarchus, the Macedonians who were Paul‘s traveling 

companions. 19:30 But when Paul wanted to enter the public assembly, the disciples would not 

let him. 19:31 Even some of the provincial authorities who were his friends sent a message to 

him, urging him not to venture
 
into the theater. 19:32 So then some were shouting one thing, 

some another, for the assembly was in confusion, and most of them did not know why they had 

met together. 19:33 Some of the crowd concluded it was about
 
Alexander because the Jews had 

pushed him to the front. Alexander, gesturing with his hand, was wanting to make a defense 
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before the public assembly. 19:34 But when they recognized
 
that he was a Jew, they all shouted 

in unison, ―Great is Artemis of the Ephesians!‖ for about two hours. 19:35 After the city 

secretary quieted the crowd, he said, ―Men of Ephesus, what person is there who does not know 

that the city of the Ephesians is the keeper of the temple of the great Artemis and of her image 

that fell from heaven? 19:36 So because these facts are indisputable, you must keep quiet and not 

do anything reckless.19:37 For you have brought these men here who are neither temple robbers 

nor blasphemers of our goddess.19:38 If then Demetrius and the craftsmen who are with him 

have a complaint against someone, the courts are open and there are proconsuls; let them bring 

charges against one another there. 19:39 But if you want anything in addition, it will have to be 

settled in a legal assembly.19:40 For we are in danger of being charged with rioting
 
today, since 

there is no cause we can give to explain this disorderly gathering.‖ 19:41 After he had said
 
this, 

he dismissed the assembly. 

20:1 After the disturbance had ended, Paul sent for the disciples, and after encouraging
 
them and 

saying farewell, he left to go to Macedonia. 

 

NOTES: 
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DAY FOUR:  What do you see (observation) regarding the church in Ephesus? 

Instructions:  Paul’s farewell address to the Ephesian elders as he was on his way to Jerusalem, 

where he ended up being imprisoned, is recorded in Acts 20:13-21:1. In this address to the 

elders, Paul pointed out problems he saw coming for their church.  1) Begin by reading 1 

Timothy straight through in one sitting (pg. 40 to 62 or use your own bible).  2) Then read the 

below address to the Ephesian elders.  Consider:  Were these coming issues the very problems 

he addresses in 1 Timothy?  3) Circle or underline anything that might illuminate the situation 

in Ephesus that prompted Paul to write to Timothy seven years later.   

 

Acts 20:13-21:1 (NIV, 1984), circa 57/58 A.D.—about seven years earlier 
16

 Paul had decided to sail past Ephesus to avoid spending time in the province of Asia, for he 

was in a hurry to reach Jerusalem, if possible, by the day of Pentecost.  

17
 From Miletus, Paul sent to Ephesus for the elders of the church. 

18
 When they arrived, he said 

to them:―You know how I lived the whole time I was with you, from the first day I came into the 

province of Asia. 
19

 I served the Lord with great humility and with tears, although I was severely 

tested by the plots of the Jews. 
20

 You know that I have not hesitated to preach anything that 

would be helpful to you but have taught you publicly and from house to house. 
21

 I have declared 

to both Jews and Greeks that they must turn to God in repentance and have faith in our Lord 

Jesus.  

22
 ―And now, compelled by the Spirit, I am going to Jerusalem, not knowing what will happen to 

me there. 
23

 I only know that in every city the Holy Spirit warns me that prison and hardships are 

facing me. 
24

 However, I consider my life worth nothing to me, if only I may finish the race and 

complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me—the task of testifying to the gospel of God‘s 

grace. 

25
 ―Now I know that none of you among whom I have gone about preaching the kingdom will 

ever see me again. 
26

 Therefore, I declare to you today that I am innocent of the blood of all men. 
27

 For I have not hesitated to proclaim to you the whole will of God. 
28

 Keep watch over 

yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers. Be shepherds of 

the church of God, which he bought with his own blood. 
29

 I know that after I leave, savage 

wolves will come in among you and will not spare the flock. 
30

 Even from your own number men 

will arise and distort the truth in order to draw away disciples after them. 
31

 So be on your guard! 

Remember that for three years I never stopped warning each of you night and day with tears. 

32
 ―Now I commit you to God and to the word of his grace, which can build you up and give you 

an inheritance among all those who are sanctified. 
33

 I have not coveted anyone‘s silver or gold 

or clothing. 
34

 You yourselves know that these hands of mine have supplied my own needs and 

the needs of my companions. 
35

 In everything I did, I showed you that by this kind of hard work 



16 

we must help the weak, remembering the words the Lord Jesus himself said: ‗It is more blessed 

to give than to receive.‘ ‖  

36
 When he had said this, he knelt down with all of them and prayed. 

37
 They all wept as they 

embraced him and kissed him. 
38

 What grieved them most was his statement that they would 

never see his face again. Then they accompanied him to the ship.  

21: 1
 After we had torn ourselves away from them, we put out to sea and sailed straight to Cos. 

The next day we went to Rhodes and from there to Patara. 

Record your observations here: 
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DAY FIVE: What do you see (observation) regarding the church in Ephesus? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Book of Ephesians (NET)7 

Ephesians 1: 1 – 14 (NET) 
1:1 From Paul,

 
an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, to the saints [in Ephesus], the faithful

 
in Christ Jesus. 

1:2 Grace and peace to you
 
 from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ!  

1:3 Blessed
 
is

 
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the 

heavenly realms in Christ. 1:4 For
 
he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world that we may be holy and 

unblemished
 
in his sight in love. 1:5 He did this by predestining us to adoption as his sons through Jesus Christ, 

according to the pleasure
 
of his will – 1:6 to the praise of the glory of his grace

 
that he has freely bestowed on us in 

his dearly loved Son 1:7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according 

to the riches of his grace 1:8 that he lavished on us in all wisdom and insight. 1:9 He did this when he revealed to us 

the secret
 
of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, 1:10 toward the administration of the 

fullness of the times, to head up
 
all things in Christ – the things in heaven

 
and the things on earth. 1:11 In Christ

 
we 

too have been claimed as God‘s own possession,
 
since we were predestined according to the one purpose of him 

who accomplishes all things according to the counsel of his will 1:12 so that we, who were the first to set our hope
 

on Christ,
 
would be to the praise of his glory. 1:13 And when

 
you heard the word of truth (the gospel of your 

salvation) – when you believed in Christ – you were marked with the seal
 
of the promised Holy Spirit,1:14 who is 

the down payment
 
of our inheritance, until the redemption of God‘s own possession,

 
to the praise of his glory.  

Ephesians 1: 15 – 23 (NET) 

1:15 For this reason, because I
 
have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love

 
for all the saints, 1:16 I do 

not cease to give thanks for you when I remember you in my prayers. 1:17 I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, the Father of glory, may give you spiritual wisdom and revelation in your growing knowledge of him,1:18 – 

since the eyes of your
 
heart have been enlightened– so that you may know what is the hope of his calling,

 
what is the 

wealth of his glorious
 
inheritance in the saints, 1:19 and what is the incomparable

 
greatness of his power toward

 
us 

who believe, as displayed in
 
the exercise of his immense strength. 1:20 This power

 
he exercised in Christ when he 

raised him from the dead and seated him
 
at his right hand in the heavenly realms 1:21 far above every rule and 

authority and power and dominion and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. 

                                                           
7
 Scripture and/or notes quoted by permission. Quotations designated (NET) are from the NET Bible® copyright 

©1996-2006 by Biblical Studies Press, L.L.C. http://bible.org All rights reserved. 

Instructions:  From prison in approximately 62 A.D., Paul wrote a letter to the Ephesians, 

which was for broad distribution in Asia Minor. The epistle to the Ephesians informs us of the 

theology and instructions the church should have already comprehended as Paul later wrote 

to Timothy about the problems there in 64-66 A.D. Their theological understanding was the 

foundation from which Timothy worked as he dealt with the problems in the church.  

Ephesians was received perhaps two or three years before Paul wrote 1 Timothy.  Read 

Ephesians (below).  Circle anything that pertains to the problems and situations discussed 

in 1 Timothy. Make notes in the margin. Take an additional day on this, if you have time.   
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1:22 And God
 
put all things under Christ‘s

 
feet,

 
and he gave him to the church as head over all things.1:23 Now the 

church is
 
his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 

Ephesians 2: 1 – 10 (NET)  
2:1 And although you were

 
dead

 
in your transgressions and sins, 2:2 in which

 
you formerly lived according to this 

world‘s present path, according to the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the ruler of the spirit
 
that is now energizing

 
the 

sons of disobedience,
 
2:3 among whom all of us also

 
formerly lived out our lives in the cravings of our flesh, 

indulging the desires of the flesh and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath even as the rest… 

2:4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of his great love with which he loved us, 2:5 even though we were dead 

in transgressions, made us alive together with Christ – by grace you are saved – 2:6 and he raised us up with him 

and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 2:7 to demonstrate in the coming ages
 
the surpassing 

wealth of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 2:8 For by grace you are saved
 
through faith,

 
and this is not 

from yourselves, it is the gift of God; 2:9 it is not from works, so that no one can boast.2:10 For we are his 

workmanship, having been created in Christ Jesus for good works that God prepared beforehand so we may do 

them.  

Ephesians 2: 11 - 22 (NET) 
2:11 Therefore remember that formerly you, the Gentiles in the flesh – who are called ―uncircumcision‖ by the so-

called ―circumcision‖ that is performed on the body
 
by human hands – 2:12 that you were at that time without the 

Messiah,
 
alienated from the citizenship of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and 

without God in the world. 2:13 But now in Christ Jesus you who used to be far away have been brought near by the 

blood of Christ.2:14 For he is our peace, the one who made both groups into one
 
and who destroyed the middle wall 

of partition, the hostility, 2:15 when he nullified
 
in his flesh the law of commandments in decrees. He did this to 

create in himself one new man out of two, thus making peace, 2:16 and to reconcile them both in one body to God 

through the cross, by which the hostility has been killed. 2:17 And he came and preached peace to you who were far 

off and peace to those who were near, 2:18 so that
 
through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father. 2:19 

So then you are no longer foreigners and noncitizens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of 

God‘s household, 2:20 because you have been built
 
on the foundation of the apostles and prophets,

 
with Christ Jesus 

himself as
 
the cornerstone.2:21 In him

 
the whole building,

 
being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the 

Lord, 2:22 in whom you also are being built together into a dwelling place of God in the Spirit. 

 
Ephesians 3: 1 - 13 (NET) 
3:1 For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles – 3:2 if indeed you have heard of 

the stewardship
 
of God‘s grace that was given to me for you, 3:3 that by revelation the divine secret

 
was made 

known to me, as I wrote before briefly. 3:4 When reading this,
 
you will be able to

 
understand my insight into this 

secret
 
of Christ. 3:5 Now this secret

 
was not disclosed to people in former generations as it has now been revealed to 

his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit, 3:6 namely, that through the gospel the Gentiles are fellow heirs, fellow 

members
 
of the body, and fellow partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus. 3:7 I became a servant of this gospel 

according to the gift of God‘s grace that was given to me by the exercise of his power. 3:8 To me – less than the 

least of all the saints– this grace was given, to proclaim to the Gentiles the unfathomable riches of Christ 3:9 and to 

enlighten everyone about God‘s secret plan– a secret that has been hidden for ages
 
in God

 
who has created all things. 

3:10 The purpose of this enlightenment is that
 
through the church the multifaceted wisdom of God should now be 

disclosed to the rulers and the authorities in the heavenly realms. 3:11 This was according to
 
the eternal purpose that 

he accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord, 3:12 in whom we have boldness and confident access
 
to God

 
because of

 

Christ‘s faithfulness. 3:13 For this reason I ask you not to lose heart because of what I am suffering for you, which
 
is 

your glory. 
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Ephesians 3: 14 – 21 (NET)  
3:14 For this reason

 
I kneel

 
before the Father,

 
3:15 from

 
whom every family in heaven and on the earth is named. 

3:16 I pray that according to the wealth of his glory he may grant you to be strengthened with power through his 

Spirit in the inner person, 3:17 that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith, so that, because you have been 

rooted and grounded in love, 3:18 you may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length 

and height and depth, 3:19 and thus to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled 

up to
 
all the fullness of God. 

3:20 Now to him who by the power that is working within us
 
is able to do far beyond

 
all that we ask or think, 3:21 to 

him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen. 

Ephesians 4: 1 - 16 (NET) 
4:1 I, therefore, the prisoner for the Lord,

 
urge you to live worthily of the calling with which you have been called, 

4:2 with all humility and gentleness,
 
with patience, bearing with

 
one another in love, 4:3 making every effort to keep 

the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 4:4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you too were called to the 

one hope of your calling, 4:5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 4:6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and 

through all and in all. 

4:7 But to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of the gift of Christ. 4:8 Therefore it says, 

―When he ascended on high he captured
 
captives; he gave gifts to men.‖ 4:9 Now what is the meaning of ―he 

ascended,‖ except that he also descended
 
to the lower regions,

 
namely, the earth?

 
4:10 He, the very one

 
who 

descended, is also the one who ascended above all the heavens, in order to fill all things. 4:11 It was he
 
who gave 

some as apostles, some as prophets, some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers,
 
4:12 to equip

 
the saints 

for the work of ministry, that is,
 
to build up the body of Christ, 4:13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of 

the knowledge of the Son of God – a mature person, attaining to
 
the measure of Christ‘s full stature. 4:14 So

 
we are 

no longer to be children, tossed back and forth by waves and carried about by every wind of teaching by the trickery 

of people who craftily carry out their deceitful schemes. 4:15 But practicing the truth in love,
 
we will in all things 

grow up into Christ, who is the head. 4:16 From him the whole body grows, fitted and held together
 
through every 

supporting ligament. As each one does its part, the body grows in love. 

Ephesians 4:17 – 5:21 (NET)  
4:17 So I say this, and insist in the Lord, that you no longer live as the Gentiles do, in the futility

 
of their thinking. 

4:18 They are darkened in their understanding,
 
being alienated from the life of God because of the ignorance that is 

in them due to the hardness of their hearts. 4:19 Because they are callous, they have given themselves over to 

indecency for the practice of every kind of impurity with greediness.
 
4:20 But you did not learn about Christ like 

this, 4:21 if indeed you heard about him and were taught in him, just as the truth is in Jesus. 4:22 You were taught 

with reference to your former way of life to lay aside
 
 the old man who is being corrupted in accordance with 

deceitful desires, 4:23 to be renewed in the spirit of your mind, 4:24 and to put on the new man who has been 

created in God‘s image– in righteousness and holiness that comes from truth. 

4:25 Therefore, having laid aside falsehood, each one of you speak the truth with his neighbor,
 
for we are members 

of one another. 4:26 Be angry and do not sin, do not let the sun go down on the cause of your anger.4:27 Do not 

give the devil an opportunity. 4:28 The one who steals must steal no longer; rather he must labor, doing good with 

his own hands, so that he may have something to share with the one who has need. 4:29 You must let no 

unwholesome word come out of your mouth, but only what is beneficial for the building up of the one in need,
 
that it 

may give grace to those who hear. 4:30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the 

day of redemption. 4:31 You must put away every kind of bitterness, anger, wrath, quarreling, and evil, slanderous 
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talk. 4:32 Instead, be kind to one another, compassionate, forgiving one another, just as God in Christ also forgave 

you. 

5:1 Therefore, be
 
imitators of God as dearly loved children 5:2 and live

 
in love, just as Christ also loved us

 
and gave 

himself for us, a sacrificial and fragrant offering
 
 to God. 5:3 But

 
among you there must not be either sexual 

immorality, impurity of any kind,
 
or greed, as these are not fitting for the saints.

 
5:4 Neither should there be vulgar 

speech, foolish talk, or coarse jesting – all of which are out of character – but rather thanksgiving. 5:5 For you can 

be confident of this one thing: that no person who is immoral, impure, or greedy (such a person is an idolater) has 

any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God.  

5:6 Let nobody deceive you with empty words, for because of these things God‘s wrath comes on the sons of 

disobedience.5:7 Therefore do not be partakers with them,5:8 for you were at one time darkness, but now you are
 

light in the Lord. Walk as children of the light – 5:9 for the fruit of the light
 
consists in

 
all goodness, righteousness, 

and truth – 5:10 trying to learn
 
what is pleasing to the Lord. 5:11 Do not participate in the unfruitful deeds of 

darkness, but rather
 
expose them.

 
5:12 For the things they do in secret are shameful even to mention. 5:13 But all 

things being exposed by the light are made evident. 5:14 For everything made evident is light, and for this reason it 

says: 

―Awake,
 
O sleeper!  

Rise from the dead, 

and Christ will shine on you!‖ 

5:15 Therefore be very careful how you live – not as unwise but as wise, 5:16 taking advantage of every 

opportunity, because the days are evil. 5:17 For this reason do not be foolish, but be wise
 
by understanding

 
 what the 

Lord‘s will is. 5:18 And do not get drunk with wine, which is debauchery,
 
but be filled by the Spirit,

 
5:19 speaking 

to one another in psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs, singing and making music in
 
your hearts to the Lord, 5:20 

always giving thanks to God the Father for each other
 
 in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 5:21 and submitting to 

one another out of reverence for Christ.  

Ephesians 5: 22 – 33 (NET) 
5:22Wives, submit

 
to your husbands as to the Lord, 5:23 because the husband is the head of the wife as also Christ is 

the head of the church – he himself being the savior of the body. 5:24 But as the church submits to Christ, so also 

wives should submit to their husbands in everything. 5:25 Husbands, love your wives just as Christ loved the church 

and gave himself for her 5:26 to sanctify her by cleansing her
 
with the washing of the water by the word, 5:27 so that 

he
 
may present the church to himself as glorious – not having a stain or wrinkle, or any such blemish, but holy and 

blameless. 5:28 In the same way
 
husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife 

loves himself. 5:29 For no one has ever hated his own body but he feeds it and takes care of it, just as Christ also 

does the church, 5:30 for we are members of his body. 5:31 For this reason a man will leave his father and mother 

and will be joined to his wife, and the two will become
 
 one flesh. 5:32 This mystery is great – but I am actually

 

speaking with reference to Christ and the church. 5:33 Nevertheless, each one of you must also love his own wife as 

he loves himself,
 
and the wife must respect

 
her husband.  

 
Ephesians 6: 1 – 4 (NET) 
6:1 Children,

 
obey your parents in the Lord

 
for this is right. 6:2 ―Honor your father and mother,‖ which is the first 

commandment accompanied by a promise, namely, 6:3 ―that it may go
 
well with you and that you will live

 
a long 

time on the earth.‖ 6:4 Fathers,
 
do not provoke your children to anger, but raise them up in the discipline and 

instruction of the Lord.  
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Ephesians 6: 5 – 9 (NET) 
6:5 Slaves,

 
obey your human masters

 
with fear and trembling, in the sincerity of your heart as to Christ, 6:6 not like 

those who do their work only when someone is watching – as people-pleasers – but as slaves of Christ doing the will 

of God from the heart. 6:7 Obey
 
with enthusiasm, as though serving the Lord

 
and not people, 6:8 because you know 

that each person, whether slave or free, if he does something good, this will be rewarded by the Lord. 6:9 Masters,
 

treat your slaves the same way, giving up the use of threats, because you know that both you and they have the same 

master in heaven,
 
and there is no favoritism with him.  

 
Ephesians 6: 10 – 20 (NET) 
6:10 Finally, be strengthened in the Lord and in the strength of his power. 6:11 Clothe yourselves with the full armor 

of God so that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil. 6:12 For our struggle
 
is not against flesh 

and blood,
 
but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world rulers of this darkness,

 
 against the spiritual 

forces
 
of evil in the heavens.

 
6:13 For this reason, take up the full armor of God so that you may be able to stand 

your ground
 
on the evil day, and having done everything, to stand. 6:14 Stand firm therefore, by fastening

 
the belt of 

truth around your waist, by putting on the breastplate of righteousness, 6:15 by fitting your
 
feet with the preparation 

that comes from the good news
 
of peace,

 
6:16 and in all of this,

 
by taking up the shield of faith with which you can 

extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 6:17 And take the helmet of salvation
 
 and the sword of the Spirit, 

which is the word of God. 6:18 With every prayer and petition, pray
 
at all times in the Spirit, and to this end be alert, 

with all perseverance and requests for all the saints. 6:19 Pray
 
for me also, that I may be given the message when I 

begin to speak – that I may confidently make known
 
 the mystery of the gospel, 6:20 for which I am an ambassador 

in chains. Pray that I may be able to speak boldly as I ought to speak.  

 
Ephesians 6: 21 – 24 (NET) 
6:21 Tychicus, my

 
dear brother and faithful servant in the Lord, will make everything known to you, so that you too 

may know about my circumstances,
 
how I am doing. 6:22 I have sent him to you for this very purpose, that you may 

know our circumstances
 
and that he may encourage your hearts. 6:23 Peace to the brothers and sisters,

 
and love with 

faith, from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 6:24 Grace be
 
with all of those who love our Lord Jesus Christ 

with an undying love. 

 

Notes and observations: 
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Observation 

What do I see? 
The gospel leads to practical, visible changes in the lives of those who believe it; the true gospel, in 

contrast to false teaching, will always lead to godliness in its adherents.8 

Week Two:  What are the significant themes of this letter? 
 

Read and study prayerfully each day.  “Prayer is really a key to effective Bible study.  Learn to pray 

before, during, and after your reading of the Scriptures.  Prayer is especially crucial when you come to a 

place in your study where you are stuck and confused.”9 

 

READ and RE-READ:  Read the letter to Timothy each day as you consider these 

question given each day, keeping our historical review in mind.  Suggestions: 

 

1) Every day read through the book at least once.  Read contemplatively and acquisitively.  

Jot down your questions and initial observations.  Focus on what you “see”—interpretation 

comes later.  As you read, consider the questions on pg. 23-36.  Jot down your answers. 

ü IF you find it helpful to mark the key words in a working copy, as you read through the 

book each day, complete the steps on pg. 37, using the working copy on pgs 40-62.  As 

you mark the key words, consider and answer the questions on pg. 23-36.   

ü IF marking the text isn’t helpful to you, read the book each day of the week, making 

your own observations to answer the questions on pg. 23-36.   

2) At the end of the week, turn to pg. 38-39 to summarize. 

3) Take extra days if you started through the material early.   

 

WHILE READING, LOOK for KEY WORDS and THEMES:   

What are the significant or key words in this letter? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
8
 ESV Study Bible, Crossway Publishers, Wheaton, Illinois, 2008. 

9
 Howard G. & William D. Hendricks, Living by the Book, (Chicago:  Moody Publishers, 2007), 100. 

Key Words 

       Repeated significant words and phrases which are key 

to understanding the text are always important.  A key 

word or phrase is one that is crucial to what the author is 

communicating and which unlocks the meaning of the 

text.  In this letter the key words pull together the themes 

Paul & Timothy address.  What are the key words? 
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DAY ONE:  What do I see (observation)? 
 

THE BIG PICTURE:  Protect the church from false teachers 
What task did Paul commit to Timothy’s care? 

 
Record the charge given in 1 Timothy 1:3-4a— 
 
 
 
 
With what seriousness was Timothy to approach this charge?  See 1 Timothy 6:13-16. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE FALSE TEACHERS:  Who were they?  What were they doing? 
 
Read 1 Timothy 1:3-7, 19b-20.  List the qualities of the false teachers: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Read 1 Timothy 4:1-5, 7.  Record the qualities and actions of the false teachers: 
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Read 1 Timothy 5:17-25.  What were the false teachers doing that was causing discord in the 
church?  What instruction was Timothy given for dealing with the false teachers?  What church 
office might they have held? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Read 1 Timothy 6:3-10.  Record the qualities the false teachers possessed and the temptations 
they had fallen to. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SUMMARIZE:  What type of people do you think Timothy had to deal with in addressing this 
problem?  What effect would this type of false teaching have had on the church, especially if 
some of the false teachers were elders?  
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DAY TWO:  What do I see (observation)? 
 
After each instruction given to Timothy about dealing with the false teachers, Paul gave 
important personal instruction about how to guard his own spiritual walk.  Each instruction had 
follow-up encouragement.  Let’s examine these. 
 

THE BIG PICTURE:  Protect your spiritual walk while dealing with lies. 
 

REMINDERS OF TRUTH AND GOD’S PAST WORK: 
Read again the charge in 1 Timothy 1:3-7.  Now record the helpful instruction Paul gave 
Timothy in 1:8-11 as a follow-up. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Paul then held up his own example and gave a reminder.  In 1 Timothy 1:12-17, what did Paul 
say to Timothy about himself and about God’s appointment and mercy?  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Since Christ came into the world to save sinners, and he saved the “worst” sinner in saving Paul, 
were there grounds for Timothy to believe and hope that God could change the hearts of these 
false teachers?  ________________________________________________________________ 
 
Remembering God’s unlimited patience, what did Paul instruct Timothy in 1:18-19a? 
 
 

 
Continue… 
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REMINDER TO PRAY; REMINDER OF MERCY 
Paul then reminded Timothy of the most effective remedy for repairing the church.  He also 
reminded him again of God’s mercy and his own calling.  What did Paul tell Timothy in 1 
Timothy 2:1-7? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
[A lengthy section follows about what Timothy was to do to help restore the church, repairing 
the damage done by the false teachers.  This section begins in 1 Timothy 2:1 and continues 
through 3:16.  We’ll return to this.] 
 

REMINDER OF TRUTH; REMINDER OF THE VALUE OF GODLINESS;  
REMINDER OF TIMOTHY’S CALLING; REMINDER TO WATCH AND BE DILIGENT 

Read again 1 Timothy 4:1-3a—a list of some of the qualities of the false teachers.  What did 
Paul follow this up with?  What instruction did he give Timothy in 4:3b-16? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
[Another section of church repair follows:  restoring respectful and proper relationships within 
the church, 1 Timothy 5:1-6:2a.  We’ll examine more about this later. Within the section is 
instruction on elders that we’ve already examined, 1 Tim. 5:17-25.]  
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REMINDER OF THE GAIN IN GODLINESS WITH CONTENTMENT;  
REMINDER TO FLEE THE SNARE; REMINDER OF WHAT TO PURSUE;  

REMINDER TO FIGHT THE GOOD FIGHT AND FOLLOW YOUR CALLING; 
REMINDER TO GUARD THE TRUTH ENTRUSTED TO YOU 

Read again the qualities we already listed about the false teachers, recorded in 1 Timothy 6:3-5, 
9-10.  What was the follow up instruction Paul gave to Timothy for dealing with the false 
teachers, 1 Timothy 6:6-8, 11-21? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SUMMARIZE:  Why do you think Paul gave Timothy instruction to prepare him, strengthen him, 
and guide him?  What would be difficult about dealing with false teachers who were elders 
and/or who were accusing other elders?  What would this cause in the church?  1 Timothy 5:17-
25 gave us help in understanding what was going on in Ephesus. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Was any of this a surprise to God?  I Timothy 4:1 
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DAY THREE:  What do I see (observation)? 

 
THE BIG PICTURE:  Put the church back together—START HERE 

What task had Paul committed to Timothy’s care? 
 
Why did Paul write?  See 1 Timothy 3:14-16. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As a result of the false teaching that had broken down the unity and functioning of the church 
in Ephesus, Timothy needed to instruct and reform the church.  Summarize here the charge 
Paul gave to Timothy first for ordering the church and what the result will be, I Timothy 2:1-7: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

In both 1 Timothy 3:14b-16 and 1 Timothy 2:1-7, Whom do they seek to please?  Who gets the 
glory?  Who does the work of transformation?  Compare the names and qualities given for the 
Godhead in these passages with the names and qualities given in 1 Timothy 1:1, 2. 
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The rest of this week’s overview will deal with Timothy’s instructions for setting the church in 
order and recognizing how the believers were to conduct themselves in God’s household. In 
reordering the church, Timothy needed to deal with: 

 the elders (3:1-7; 5:17-25) 

 the deacons (3:8-12) 

 the widows (5:3-16) 

 the slaves (6:1-2) 

 the rich (6:6-10; 17-19) 

 the church at large (all of the above references, and 2:1-15 and 5:1-2) 
 

WHAT DO YOU SEE ABOUT THE CHURCH?   
ELDERS:  In 1 Timothy 3:1-7, what is said about elders and their qualifications? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How long had the Ephesian church had elders, according to last week’s overview? _________ 

_____________________________________________How long had Timothy been with Paul, 

going from elder-led church to elder-led church? ____________________________________  

 
Why then do you suppose that Paul recorded the qualifications of an elder in this personal 
letter to Timothy? 
 

 

 

How was honor of elders to be shown, according to 5:17-19? 
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What was to be done with elders who sinned habitually and would not repent, 5:20-21?  How 
serious was this charge? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What about their replacements, were they to be hastily commissioned, 5:22?  If Timothy was 
hasty, what could be the result in his own life?  What admonitions did Paul give, 5:22-23? (You 
don’t have to understand this yet, just observe and make note of it—this is the observation 
phase of our study.) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

What was certain about the hidden sins and the good deeds of elders (and anyone else, for that 
matter), 5:24-25? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How was this an encouragement for patience in obtaining all the facts? 

 

 

 

 

SUMMARIZE ANY THOUGHTS YOU HAVE ABOUT BOTH STARTING THE REORDERING OF THE 
CHURCH AND ABOUT ELDERS: 
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DAY FOUR:  What do I see (observation)? 
We continue examining Timothy’s instructions for setting the church in order and recognizing 
how the believers were to conduct themselves in God’s household. In reordering the church, 
Timothy had to deal with: 

 the elders (3:1-7; 5:17-25) 

 the deacons (3:8-12) 

 the widows (5:3-16) 

 the slaves (6:1-2) 

 the rich (6:6-10; 17-19) 

 the church at large (all of the above references, and 2:1-15 and 5:1-2) 
Yesterday we examined the instructions for beginning the church’s reformation and we 
examined elders.  Something about the damage done to the church also prompted a review of 
deacon’s qualifications. 

WHAT DO YOU SEE ABOUT THE CHURCH? 
DEACONS:  List here the qualities of deacons given in 1 Timothy 3:8-12: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Continue… 
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WIDOWS:  Something about the problem brought by the false teaching had resulted in 

confusion about how to care for the widows properly.  This wasn’t the first time care of widows 
was addressed in the first-century church.  Read the church’s first response to this need during 
the time the church was centrally located in Jerusalem and was growing rapidly:  Acts 6:1-7 
 
1
 In those days when the number of disciples was increasing, the Grecian Jews among them 

complained against the Hebraic Jews because their widows were being overlooked in the 

daily distribution of food. 
2
 So the Twelve gathered all the disciples together and said, ―It would 

not be right for us to neglect the ministry of the word of God in order to wait on tables. 
3
Brothers, choose seven men from among you who are known to be full of the Spirit and 

wisdom. We will turn this responsibility over to them 
4
 and will give our attention to prayer 

and the ministry of the word.‖ 
5
 This proposal pleased the whole group. They chose Stephen, a 

man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit; also Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and 

Nicolas from Antioch, a convert to Judaism. 
6
 They presented these men to the apostles, who 

prayed and laid their hands on them. 
7
 So the word of God spread. The number of disciples in 

Jerusalem increased rapidly, and a large number of priests became obedient to the faith.  

 
Many scholars believe this was the beginning of the office of deacon, based on the use of the 
same Greek word that is used for deacon throughout the New Testament. The word is diakonia; 
but the word is also used for other types of ministry or service, as it is in Acts 6:1-7.  Each use of 
diakonia is italicized above.  Regardless, this first model of widow care set an example for how 
to deal with widows in need.  The fact is, someone was going to have to deal with the needs 
and sorting out of the care of the widows, and elders are often occupied with preaching and 
teaching.  It may have been the deacons who worked with Timothy to deal with this; both 
deacons and their wives (or female deacons) are mentioned in this letter. 

 

What was to be given to widows, 1 Tim. 5:3?  What type of widows were to be thus honored? 

 

 

What were the ifs for determining who was need of church care, 5:4-5? 

 

 

 

 

What was the but, 5:6? 

 

 

Why instruct the people, 5:7? 

 

What was the if, 5:8? 
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What were the qualifications for a widow to be put  “on the list,” 5:9-10?  (Remember, 
interpretation comes later.  We’re just observing, recording what we see.) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

What did Paul counsel younger widows to do, 5:14? 

 1) 

 2) 

 3) 

 4) 

In fact, what had already happened unfortunately, 5:15? 

 

 

To prevent this, he gave the counsel to marry.  What special temptations did younger widows 
have, according to verses 5:11-13? (Remember, interpretation comes later.  For now, just 
record what you see.) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What was the final instruction, 5:16a?   

 

 

What was the reason for this instruction, 5:16b? 

 

 

SUMMARIZE YOUR THOUGHTS ON DEACONS AND THE CARE OF WIDOWS: 
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DAY FIVE:  What do I see (observation)? 
We continue examining Timothy’s instructions for reordering the church.  He had to deal with: 

 the elders (3:1-7; 5:17-25) 

 the deacons (3:8-12) 

 the widows (5:3-16) 

 the slaves (6:1-2) 

 the rich (6:6-10; 17-19) 

 the church at large (all of the above, and 2:1-15 and 5:1-2) 
Yesterday we examined the instructions for deacons and helping widows in need.  Moving on… 

WHAT DO YOU SEE ABOUT THE CHURCH? 
SLAVES:  In Christ all persons are equal.  Nevertheless, in the first century a type of slavery 

existed that varied widely in its practice.  Some sold themselves into slavery in order to obtain 

the benefits of education, house, and home.  Others fared far worse, enduring enslavement 

due to conquering by the empire or commitment of a crime.  The New Testament taught the 

equality and respect of slave to master and master to slave.  This doctrine led to the gradual 

eradication of slavery throughout the centuries, a process that still continues today.   

 

In 1 Timothy 6:1-2, special instruction was given to slaves.  Masters were not mentioned here, 

though in Paul’s letters they usually were when instructions were given to slaves—both being 

urged toward love, selflessness, and respect toward the other.  The letter to Philemon was 

entirely instructional to a master.  Something about the situation in Ephesus provoked a direct 

address only to those in slavery.  What specific instruction was given to slaves in 6:1-2? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What was the important concern, according to 6:1b? 

 

 

 

What were the reasons for the respect slaves were to show masters?  Both reasons begin 

with “because…” 
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THE RICH:   

Read again the warning about desiring riches in 1 Timothy 6:6-10.  According to v. 9, what 
happens to those who want to get rich? 
 

 

Why is the love of money a trap, according to v. 9-10? 

 

 

What happens to some people, v. 10b? 

 

 

Since their own teachers had fallen into the snare and trap of the love of money, the rich 
needed instruction so they could live rightly.  What is the solution to the temptation of riches, 
according to 6:17-18?  What were the two commands given? 
1) 

 

2) 

 

Where were they to put their hope, 6:17? 

 

 

What would their willingness to share produce, according to 6:18b-19? 

 

 

 

The rich often think their opulent lifestyle is “truly life.”  Is this the case, according to 6:19? 

 

 

THE CHURCH AT LARGE: 

Read the instruction in 1 Timothy 2:1-7 again.  We’ve examined this primary instruction twice 
already; so after reading, move on and consider 2:8-15.  Remember, we are not interpreting 
yet.  We’re listing what we see and writing down our questions to address later.  The false 
teaching had done damage to the church, its views of money, and to the ways men and women 
fulfilled their God-given roles.  Paul had to spell out character qualities elders and deacons 
should possess, though elders had been in place for years.  He also had to remind them to care 
for their widows.   
What instruction was given to men in 2:8?  Consider the implications of all parts of the verse. 
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What instructions were given to women in 2:9-10?  Notice the not with and the but. 

 

 

 

 

 

According to verse 10, what was the concern here? 

 

 

What were the instructions given to women in 2:11-12? 

 

 

 

 

 

What were the reasons given in 2:13-14? 

 

 

 

 

 

What did Paul say about the progression of a woman’s salvation, her sanctification, 2:15? 

 

 

 

What was the if? 

 

 

SUMMARIZE YOUR THOUGHTS ON SLAVES, THE RICH, AND THE CHURCH AT LARGE: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finish the summary on pg. 37-38 for our final overview exercise.   

Take another day if necessary… 
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MARKING THE WORKING COPY: 

 

If marking key words within a working copy helps you see more clearly as you study, take the 

entire week to complete these exercises as you read through the book over and over again 

throughout the week.  While you do this, answer the questions on pages 23-36.   

 

_____ Mark Key Words  

ü Using your working copy (pg. 40-62) read through 1 Timothy and as you do mark key 

or significant words or phrases, each in a different way, every time you see them 

ü What key or significant words? Words that are significant or very important for 

understanding the meaning of the text and are used throughout the entire book.  These 

repeated ideas, words, or phrases will tell you the theme the author intends to convey. 

ü As you read through the entire letter, look for one or two of these significant words at 

a time.  Mark each word the same way every time you see it.  Repeat this step for 

each word until you’ve marked them all (as your time permits). 

ü Words and phrases to consider as key or significant (including their synonyms): 

o these are also always significant:  Christ Jesus, God, Holy Spirit 
o people are important:  Paul, Timothy (Paul’s instructions to him tell us much 

about their relationship and about Timothy’s ministry), false teachers (2 are even 
named), elders, deacons, widows, men/women, slaves/masters, the rich 

o godliness/godly  
o command/urge/instruction/charge 
o faith/belief/believing 
o good deeds/noble task 
o conscience 
o teacher/teaching/teach/preach 
o thanks/thanksgiving 
o hope 
o good 

 

_____ If you have time, make a simple list of all you observe about each key word 

ü First focus on people:  This is a personal letter with much instruction about how the 

household of God is to conduct itself as Timothy wades in to instruct and correct.  Note 

how Paul gives focused encouragement to Timothy.  His instruction focuses on the main 

points of the letter 

ü Next focus on key words:  Note how each use of a key word relates to Paul’s other uses 

of the same word in the letter.  Write it down. Make a list.  Paul uses the same words 

throughout in order to tie the theme together. 

ü How do the key words tie together the main ideas he seeks to convey?  Write your ideas 

down.  Always jot down any possible application to your own life to investigate further. 
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FINAL STEP OF OVERVIEW:  Organize your thoughts 

 

You’ve now been through this letter over and over and should have an idea of Paul’s purpose 

what in writing Timothy and the difficult task that confronted him.  From the first week of our 

overview, consider how God had prepared the Ephesians for coping with and recovering from 

this turmoil that rocked their church: 

 

 

 

 

How had God prepared Timothy to be especially suited to deal with the conflict? 

 

 

 

 

What is the theme of this letter?  Write this on the blank at the beginning of the 

working copy on pg. 40.  Use pencil for now.  What’s your hunch?  This can be a few words, or 

as long as a paragraph, and should include the author’s intended theme or purpose.  What does 

Paul want Timothy to do?  What situation is he to deal with?  Who all is affected?  Is there a 

key verse or verses that summarize the content of this entire letter? 
 

To record your view of the theme of the letter and how each piece fits together:  

_____ Assign preliminary paragraph titles to each paragraph (each has space for a heading).   

What’s your hunch?  These can contain as few or as many words as are necessary.  Use 

pencil—you can alter these titles after you actually study each chapter. 

_____ Jot down a summary of what you learned in the Overview.  Compile any significant 

information you discovered that will help you understand the content of the letter. 

SUMMARIZE: 
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Check your background and historical work to see if you’ve missed any pertinent information 

about Colossae.  Recommended Commentaries (all are in the church library): 

× The NIV Application Commentary: 1 & 2 Timothy, Titus, Walter L. Liefeld, Zondervan. 
× The MacArthur New Testament Commentary, 1 Timothy, John MacArthur, Moody 

Publishers. 
× The Expositor’s Bible Commentary:  Abridged Edition, Kenneth L. Barker and John R. 

Kohlenberger III, Zondervan. 
× The ESV Study Bible, Crossway Bibles, Wheaton, Illinois. 
× See page 4 for additional study tools, including free online resources. 
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1 Timothy (NIV, 1984) Working Copy 
Theme of the letter: __________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

1 Timothy 1 
Theme of 1:1-2 _________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the command of God 

our Savior and of Christ Jesus our hope,  

 2 To Timothy my true son in the faith:  

 Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father and Christ 

Jesus our Lord.  

 Theme of 1:3-11 _______________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

3 As I urged you when I went into Macedonia, stay there in 

Ephesus so that you may command certain men not to teach 

false doctrines any longer 4 nor to devote themselves to 

myths and endless genealogies. These promote controversies 
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ғ!Ӱɋżғ Ӱɋ!Ξ ȼϝľṧӇ ᴳϝғ̒Ẩwhich is by faith. 5 The goal of 

this command is love, which comes from a pure heart and a 

good conscience and a sincere faith. 6 Some have wandered 

away from these and turned to meaningless talk. 7 They 

want to be teachers of the law, but they do not know what 

they are talking about or what they so confidently affirm.  

 8 We know that the law is good if one uses it properly.       

9 We also know that law[a] is made not for the righteous 

but for lawbreakers and rebels, the ungodly and sinful, the 

unholy and irreligious; for those who kill their fathers or 

mothers, for murderers, 10 for adulterers and perverts, for 

slave traders and liars and perjurersẨand for whatever else 

is contrary to the sound doctrine 11 that conforms to the 

glorious gospel of the blessed God, which he entrusted to 

me.  

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Timothy%201&version=NIV1984#fen-NIV1984-29690a
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 Theme of 1:12-20 _____________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
12 I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me 

strength, that he considered me faithful, appointing me to 

his service. 13 Even though I was once a blasphemer and a 

persecutor and a violent man, I was shown mercy because I 

acted in ignorance and unbelief. 14 The grace of our Lord 

was poured out on me abundantly, along with the faith and 

love that are in Christ Jesus.  

 15 Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full 

acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to save 

sinnersẨof whom I am the worst. 16 But for that very 

reason I was shown mercy so that in me, the worst of 

sinners, Christ Jesus might display his unlimited patience as 

an example for those who would believe on him and receive 

eternal life. 17 Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, 

the only God, be honor and glory for ever and ever. Amen.  
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 18 Timothy, my son, I give you this instruction in keeping 

with the prophecies once made about you, so that by 

following them you may fight the good fight, 19 holding on 

to faith and a good conscience. Some have rejected these 

and so have shipwrecked their faith. 20 Among them are 

Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom I have handed over to 

Satan to be taught not to blaspheme.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Footnotes:  

a. 1 Timothy 1:9 Or that the law 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Timothy%201&version=NIV1984#en-NIV1984-29690
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1 Timothy 2 

Theme of Chapter Two: _____________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
  

1 I urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession 

and thanksgiving be made for everyoneẨ 2 for kings and all 

those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives 

in all godliness and holiness. 3 This is good, and pleases God 

our Savior, 4 who wants all men to be saved and to come to 

a knowledge of the truth. 5 For there is one God and one 

mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus,        

6 who gave himself as a ransom for all menẨthe testimony 

given in its proper time. 7 And for this purpose I was 

appointed a herald and an apostleẨI am telling the truth, I 

am not lyingẨand a teacher of the true faith to the Gentiles.  

 8 I want men everywhere to lift up holy hands in prayer, 

without anger or disputing.  
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 9 I also want women to dress modestly, with decency and 

propriety, not with braided hair or gold or pearls or 

expensive clothes, 10 but with good deeds, appropriate for 

women who profess to worship God.  

 11 A woman should learn in quietness and full submission. 

12 I do not permit a woman to teach or to have authority 

over a man; she must be silent. 13 For Adam was formed 

first, then Eve. 14 And Adam was not the one deceived; it 

was the woman who was deceived and became a sinner.    

15 But women[a] will be saved[b] through childbearingẨif 

they continue in faith, love and holiness with propriety.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Footnotes:  

a. 1 Timothy 2:15 Greek she 
b. 1 Timothy 2:15 Or restored 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Timothy%202&version=NIV1984#fen-NIV1984-29716a
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Timothy%202&version=NIV1984#fen-NIV1984-29716b
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Timothy%202&version=NIV1984#en-NIV1984-29716
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Timothy%202&version=NIV1984#en-NIV1984-29716
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1 Timothy 3  

Theme of Chapter Three: ___________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
Theme of 3:1-7: ________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

1 Here is a trustworthy saying: If anyone sets his heart on 

being an overseer,[a] he desires a noble task. 2 Now the 

overseer must be above reproach, the husband of but one 

wife, temperate, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able 

to teach, 3 not given to drunkenness, not violent but gentle, 

not quarrelsome, not a lover of money. 4 He must manage 

his own family well and see that his children obey him with 

proper respect. 5 (If anyone does not know how to manage 

ɋʕӇ ϝᴳΞ Ƕ!ʹʕ̿ᵦṠ ɋϝᴳ ĉ!Ξ ɋż Ӱ!̒ż ĉ!ғż ϝǶ ȼϝľṧӇ ĉɋ֝ғĉɋṋṺ       

6 He must not be a recent convert, or he may become 

conceited and fall under the same judgment as the devil.     

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Timothy%203&version=NIV1984#fen-NIV1984-29717a
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7 He must also have a good reputation with outsiders, so 

that he will noӰ Ƕ!̿̿ ʕΞӰϝ ľʕӇȡғ!ĉż !Ξľ ʕΞӰϝ Ӱɋż ľżᴎʕ̿ṧӇ Ӱғ!Ѩṗ  

Theme of 3:8-13 _______________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

8 Deacons, likewise, are to be men worthy of respect, 

sincere, not indulging in much wine, and not pursuing 

dishonest gain. 9 They must keep hold of the deep truths of 

the faith with a clear conscience. 10 They must first be 

tested; and then if there is nothing against them, let them 

serve as deacons.  

 11 In the same way, their wives[b] are to be women 

worthy of respect, not malicious talkers but temperate and 

trustworthy in everything.  

 12 A deacon must be the husband of but one wife and must 

manage his children and his household well. 13 Those who 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Timothy%203&version=NIV1984#fen-NIV1984-29727b
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have served well gain an excellent standing and great 

assurance in their faith in Christ Jesus.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Footnotes:  

a. 1 Timothy 3:1 Traditionally bishop; also in verse 2 
b. 1 Timothy 3:11 Or way, deaconesses 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Timothy%203&version=NIV1984#en-NIV1984-29717
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Timothy%203&version=NIV1984#en-NIV1984-29727
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Theme of 3:14-16 ______________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

14 Although I hope to come to you soon, I am writing you 

these instructions so that, 15 if I am delayed, you will know 

ɋϝᴳ ѨżϝѨ̿ż ϝ֝ȡɋӰ Ӱϝ ĉϝΞľ֝ĉӰ ӰɋżʹӇż̿ᴎżӇ ʕΞ ȼϝľṧӇ 

household, which is the church of the living God, the pillar 

and foundation of the truth. 16 Beyond all question, the 

mystery of godliness is great:  

   He[c] appeared in a body,[d]  

   was vindicated by the Spirit,  

was seen by angels,  

   was preached among the nations,  

was believed on in the world,  

   was taken up in glory.  

 
Footnotes:  

c. 1 Timothy 3:16 Some manuscripts God 
d. 1 Timothy 3:16 Or in the flesh 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Timothy%203&version=NIV1984#fen-NIV1984-29732c
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Timothy%203&version=NIV1984#fen-NIV1984-29732d
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Timothy%203&version=NIV1984#en-NIV1984-29732
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Timothy%203&version=NIV1984#en-NIV1984-29732
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1 Timothy 4 

Theme of 4:1-5: ________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 1 The Spirit clearly says that in later times some will 

abandon the faith and follow deceiving spirits and things 

taught by demons. 2 Such teachings come through 

hypocritical liars, whose consciences have been seared as 

with a hot iron. 3 They forbid people to marry and order 

them to abstain from certain foods, which God created to be 

received with thanksgiving by those who believe and who 

know the truth. 4 For everything God created is good, and 

nothing is to be rejected if it is received with thanksgiving, 

5 because it is consecrated by the word of God and prayer.  
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Theme of 4:6-16: ______________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

6 If you point these things out to the brothers, you will be a 

good minister of Christ Jesus, brought up in the truths of the 

faith and of the good teaching that you have followed.        

7 ɶ!ᴎż ΞϝӰɋʕΞȡ Ӱϝ ľϝ ᴳʕӰɋ ȡϝľ̿żӇӇ ʹᵦӰɋӇ !Ξľ ϝ̿ľ ᴳʕᴎżӇṧ 

tales; rather, train yourself to be godly. 8 For physical 

training is of some value, but godliness has value for all 

things, holding promise for both the present life and the life 

to come.  

 9 This is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance 

10 (and for this we labor and strive), that we have put our 

hope in the living God, who is the Savior of all men, and 

especially of those who believe.  

 11 Command and teach these things. 12 şϝΞṧӰ ̿żӰ !ΞᵦϝΞż 

look down on you because you are young, but set an 
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example for the believers in speech, in life, in love, in faith 

and in purity. 13 Until I come, devote yourself to the public 

reading of Scripture, to preaching and to teaching. 14 Do 

not neglect your gift, which was given you through a 

prophetic message when the body of elders laid their hands 

on you.  

 15 Be diligent in these matters; give yourself wholly to 

them, so that everyone may see your progress. 16 Watch 

your life and doctrine closely. Persevere in them, because if 

you do, you will save both yourself and your hearers.  
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Timothy 5:1-6:2a 
 

Theme of 1 Timothy 5:1-6:2a: _____________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
                                                                                                     
Theme of 5:1-2 _________________________________________________________ 
 

1 Do not rebuke an older man harshly, but exhort him as if 

he were your father. Treat younger men as brothers, 2 older 

women as mothers, and younger women as sisters, with 

absolute purity.  

Theme of 5:3-16 _______________________________________________________  

3 Give proper recognition to those widows who are really in 

need. 4 But if a widow has children or grandchildren, these 

should learn first of all to put their religion into practice by 

caring for their own family and so repaying their parents 

and grandparents, for this is pleasing to God. 5 The widow 

who is really in need and left all alone puts her hope in God 
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and continues night and day to pray and to ask God for 

help. 6 But the widow who lives for pleasure is dead even 

while she lives. 7 Give the people these instructions, too, so 

that no one may be open to blame. 8 If anyone does not 

provide for his relatives, and especially for his immediate 

family, he has denied the faith and is worse than an 

unbeliever.  

 9 No widow may be put on the list of widows unless she is 

over sixty, has been faithful to her husband,[a] 10 and is 

well known for her good deeds, such as bringing up 

children, showing hospitality, washing the feet of the saints, 

helping those in trouble and devoting herself to all kinds of 

good deeds.  

 11 As for younger widows, do not put them on such a list. 

For when their sensual desires overcome their dedication to 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Timothy%205&version=NIV1984#fen-NIV1984-29757a
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Christ, they want to marry. 12 Thus they bring judgment on 

themselves, because they have broken their first pledge.    

13 Besides, they get into the habit of being idle and going 

about from house to house. And not only do they become 

idlers, but also gossips and busybodies, saying things they 

ought not to. 14 So I counsel younger widows to marry, to 

have children, to manage their homes and to give the enemy 

no opportunity for slander. 15 Some have in fact already 

turned away to follow Satan. 16 If any woman who is a 

believer has widows in her family, she should help them and 

not let the church be burdened with them, so that the 

church can help those widows who are really in need.  

 

 

 
 
 
Footnotes:  

a. 1 Timothy 5:9 Or has had but one husband 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Timothy%205&version=NIV1984#en-NIV1984-29757
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Theme of 5:17-25 

______________________________________________________________________ 

17 The elders who direct the affairs of the church well are 

worthy of double honor, especially those whose work is 

preaching and teaching. 18 ȕϝғ Ӱɋż ӠĉғʕѨӰ֝ғż Ӈ!ᵦӇṠ ṫşϝ ΞϝӰ 

muzzle the ox while it is treading o֝Ӱ Ӱɋż ȡғ!ʕΞṠṭṽb] and 

ṫԌɋż ᴳϝғ̒żғ ľżӇżғᴎżӇ ɋʕӇ ᴳ!ȡżӇṗṭṽc] 19 Do not entertain an 

accusation against an elder unless it is brought by two or 

three witnesses. 20 Those who sin are to be rebuked 

publicly, so that the others may take warning.  

 21 I charge you, in the sight of God and Christ Jesus and 

the elect angels, to keep these instructions without 

partiality, and to do nothing out of favoritism.  

 22 Do not be hasty in the laying on of hands, and do not 

share in the sins of others. Keep yourself pure.  

 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Timothy%205&version=NIV1984#fen-NIV1984-29766b
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Timothy%205&version=NIV1984#fen-NIV1984-29766c
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 23 Stop drinking only water, and use a little wine because 

of your stomach and your frequent illnesses.  

 24 The sins of some men are obvious, reaching the place of 

judgment ahead of them; the sins of others trail behind 

them. 25 In the same way, good deeds are obvious, and 

even those that are not cannot be hidden.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Footnotes:  
b. 1 Timothy 5:18 Deut. 25:4 
c. 1 Timothy 5:18 Luke 10:7 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Timothy%205&version=NIV1984#en-NIV1984-29766
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Timothy%205&version=NIV1984#en-NIV1984-29766
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Theme of 6:1-2a ________________________________________________________ 

6:1 All who are under the yoke of slavery should consider 

Ӱɋżʕғ ʹ!ӇӰżғӇ ᴳϝғӰɋᵦ ϝǶ Ƕ֝̿̿ ғżӇѨżĉӰṠ Ӈϝ Ӱɋ!Ӱ ȼϝľṧӇ Ξ!ʹż !Ξľ 

our teaching may not be slandered. 2 Those who have 

believing masters are not to show less respect for them 

because they are brothers. Instead, they are to serve them 

even better, because those who benefit from their service 

are believers, and dear to them.  
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1 Timothy 6:2b-20 

 Theme of 6:2b-10 _____________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
These are the things you are to teach and urge on them.  

3 If anyone teaches false doctrines and does not agree to the 

sound instruction of our Lord Jesus Christ and to godly 

teaching, 4 he is conceited and understands nothing. He has 

an unhealthy interest in controversies and quarrels about 

words that result in envy, strife, malicious talk, evil 

suspicions 5 and constant friction between men of corrupt 

mind, who have been robbed of the truth and who think 

that godliness is a means to financial gain.  

 6 But godliness with contentment is great gain. 7 For we 

brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing 

out of it. 8 But if we have food and clothing, we will be 

content with that. 9 People who want to get rich fall into 
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temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful 

desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction. 10 For 

the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, 

eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced 

themselves with many griefs.  
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Theme of 6:11-16 ______________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 11 But you, man of God, flee from all this, and pursue 

righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance and 

gentleness. 12 Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of 

the eternal life to which you were called when you made 

your good confession in the presence of many witnesses.   

13 In the sight of God, who gives life to everything, and of 

Christ Jesus, who while testifying before Pontius Pilate 

made the good confession, I charge you 14 to keep this 

command without spot or blame until the appearing of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, 15 which God will bring about in his own 

timeẨGod, the blessed and only Ruler, the King of kings 

and Lord of lords, 16 who alone is immortal and who lives 

in unapproachable light, whom no one has seen or can see. 

To him be honor and might forever. Amen.  
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Theme of 6:17-19 ______________________________________________________ 

17 Command those who are rich in this present world not to 

be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so 

uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides 

us with everything for our enjoyment. 18 Command them to 

do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and 

willing to share. 19 In this way they will lay up treasure for 

themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so that 

they may take hold of the life that is truly life.  

Theme of 6:20, 21 _____________________________________________________ 

20 Timothy, guard what has been entrusted to your care. 

Turn away from godless chatter and the opposing ideas of 

what is falsely called knowledge, 21 which some have 

professed and in so doing have wandered from the faith.  

   Grace be with you.  


